CDC  holds 


public  meeting 

Activists ,  AIDS  service  providers ,  and  union 
representatives  speak  out  against  mandatory 
testing  of  all  health  care  workers 


By  Chris  Nealon 

ATLANTA — Taking  advantage  of  a  rare 
public  meeting,  health  care  activists  working 
with  HIV-positive  people  gathered  at  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDC)  here  Feb. 
21-22.  The  meeting,  called  to  discuss 
possible  CDC  guidelines  for  HIV-positive 
health  care  workers,  was  dominated  by  those 
objecting  to  the  guidelines. 

The  meeting  was  called  in  the  aftermath  of 
the  media  hvne  surroundinv  Kimberlv 
Bergalis,  a  Florida  woman  whose  dentist 
reportedly  transmitted  HIV  to  her.  After 
widespread  coverage  of  the  Bergalis  case, 
both  the  American  Medical  Association 
(AMA)  and  the  American  Dental  Association 
(ADA)  publicly  voiced  their  support  for 
testing  health  care  workers  for  HIV.  The 
organizations  also  recommended  that  workers 
disclose  their  HIV  status  to  patients. 

The  CDC,  meanwhile,  moved  quickly  to 
suggest  that  it,  too,  was  considering  some 
sort  of  regulation  involving  workers  who  are 
HIV-positive.  (See  GCN,  Jan.  27-Feb.  3.) 

At  the  public  meeting,  legal  activists, 
union  representatives,  and  AIDS  service 
providers  all  objected  to  such  guidelines, 
which  they  say  would  likely  involve 
mandatory  testing  for  health  care  workers. 
Health  care  advocates  also  charged  that 
guidelines  for  workers  do  not  address  the 
more  basic  question  of  how  to  improve  safety 
procedures  in  medical  environments. 

“It’s  remarkable  how  uniform  people’s 
positions  were,”  said  Carisa  Cunningham, 
director  of  communications  at  Washington’s 
AIDS  Action  Council.  “Eighty  to  85  percent 
of  the  testimony  was  against  testing  of  health 
care  workers,”  she  said. 

Cunningham  told  GCN  that  she  thought  it 
was  difficult  to  assess  the  long-term  impact 
of  people’s  testimonies,  saying,  “It’s  hard  to 
say  if  we  pushed  [the  CDC]  to  do  anything 
good,  but  we  may  have  just  stopped  a  bad 
movement.”  In  general,  she  said,  “I  felt  very 
encouraged  by  the  meeting  and  by  what  was 
being  said.” 

'Clean  up  the  workplace’ 

Lynn  Rhinehart,  a  staff  member  at  the 
Service  Employees  International  Union 
(SEIU),  told  GCN  that  union  representatives 
tried  to  convey  to  the  CDC  that  procedures, 
not  people,  are  safe  or  unsafe.  “[The  CDC] 
should  improve  infection  control  to  reduce 
the  risk  of  transmission,”  she  said.  In  short, 
she  added,  “Our  motto  was,  ‘Clean  up  the 
workplace,  don’t  clean  out  the  workers.’” 

Rhinehart  said  that  SEIU  speakers  also 
touched  on  a  recurring  theme  in  all  of  the 
testimonies,  which  was  that  HIV-testing  of 
workers  immediately  raises  the  question  of 
patient  testing.  In  other  words,  she  said,  if 
health  care  workers  want  to  remain  HIV 
negative  in  order  to  keep  their  jobs,  many  of 
them  will  undoubtedly  be  reluctant  to  treat 
patients  who  are  HTV  positive.  It’s  difficult  to 
demand  testing  for  one  group  without 
demanding  it  for  the  other,  said  Rhinehart. 

Hopefully,  she  added,  one  effect  of  SEIU  s 


testimony  was  to  let  the  CDC  know  that  the 
AMA  and  ADA’s  pro-HTV  disclosure  stance 
does  not  represent  the  view  of  all  health  care 
workers.  While  the  AMA  and  ADA  are  made 
up  of  doctors  and  dentists,  said  Rhinehart, 
SEIU’s  membership  comprises  technicians 
and  other  workers,  almost  none  of  whom  are 
doctors. 

“[The  AMA  and  ADA]  don’t  speak  for 
us,”  Rhinehart  said.  “They  represent  a 
different  population  than  we  do.”  SEIU 
members,  she  said,  “don’t  have  the  luxury 
and  flexibility  to  defer  on  their  jobs  or  switch 
careers.” 

Although  she  said  she  was  pleased  that  the 
CDC  provided  health  care  organizations  with 
a  public  meeting,  Rhinehart  added  that  she 
was  somewhat  skeptical  about  its  outcome. 
She  agreed  with  Cunningham  that  the 
meeting  was  a  first  step,  saying,  “I  don’t 
think  this  is  the  end  of  the  battle  by  any 
means.” 

The  legal  angle 

Chai  Feldblum,  a  staff  attorney  for  the 
AIDS  Project  of  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  (ACLU),  told  GCN  that  in  her 
testimony,  she  emphasized  the  legal  standards 
with  which  the  CDC  would  have  to  comply  if 
it  were  to  set  forth  HIV-related  guidelines.  In 
the  long  list  of  testimony,  she  said,  “we  went 
second  among  this  crew,  and  set  a  legal  tone 
early  on.” 

The  CDC  would  face  several  legal 
limitations  if  it  were  to  regulate  HIV-positive 
health  care  workers,  Feldblum  said.  First  of 
all,  any  regulations  must  be  based  on  a 
scientifically  firm  establishment  of  the  risk  of 
transmission  to  patients.  So  far,  said 
Feldblum,  the  data  show  that  the  risk  of 
doctor-to-patient  transmission  is  extremely 
low — too  low  to  justify  mandatory  testing,  or 
even  disclosure  of  test  results. 

Second,  she  added,  any  calculation  of  risk 
must  be  made  in  settings  where  the 
possibility  of  transmission  has  been  reduced 
as  much  as  possible  —  something  the  CDC 
has  not  yet  pushed  for.  It  is  meaningless,  and 
not  legally  supportable,  to  offer  calculations 
of  risk  if  they  are  drawn  from  unsafe  settings, 
Feldblum  said. 

Finally,  she  said,  the  CDC  “cannot  legally 
come  out  with  broad  regulations”  regarding 
HIV-positive  health  care  workers.  Health  care 
workers  may  not  legally  be  removed  from 
their  jobs  because  of  their  HIV-status,  said 
Feldblum.  Therefore,  a  CDC  response  to  the 
idea  of  risk  would  have  to  be  tailored  to 
specific  medical  procedures,  and  could  not 
simply  determine  whether  or  not  a  given 
person  could  keep  her  job. 

All  told,  Feldblum  said,  the  two  days  of 
testimony  hopefully  set  up  a  whole  series  of 
roadblocks  to  worker-based  guidelines.  “It 
would  be  hard  for  the  CDC  to  come  out  for 
mandatory  testing  and  disclosure  at  this 
point,”  she  said. 

She  added,  however,  that  she  was  reluctant 
to  place  to  much  faith  in  any  one  meeting.  “I 
think  this  was  the  very  best  first  step  that 
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HIV  status  leads  to 
‘exceptional  sentence’ 

Although  he  was  never  convicted  of  a  crime  involving  sexual 
contact,  a  Seattle  man  is  forcibly  tested  for  HIV  and  given  a 
harsh  sentence  based  on  the  test  results 


By  Elizabeth  Yukins 

SEATTLE — In  a  controversial  criminal 
trial,  a  man’s  HIV  status  has  determined  the 
length  of  his  prison  sentence.  Although  the 
defendant  was  not  charged  with  any  sex 
crime  and  the  transmission  of  HIV  was  not 
an  issue  during  the  trial,  the  prosecuting 
attorney  successfully  secured  an  “exceptional 
sentence”  against  the  defendant  because  he  is 
HIV  positive.  Gay  rights  activists  and  AIDS 
advocates  say  that  the  defendant,  Steve 
Farmer,  has  been  wrongfully  sentenced  and  is 
the  victim  of  rampant  HIV  hysteria,  media 
and  political  exploitation,  and  anti-gay 
discrimination. 

Farmer  was  convicted  of  patronizing  and 
exploiting  juvenile  prostitutes  in  May  of 
1988.  Neither  crime  involved  charges  of 
illegal  sex  acts.  At  his  July  1,  1988 
sentencing,  however.  Fanner  was  subjected 
to  a  forced  HIV  test  that  resulted  in  his 
receiving  a  seven-and-a-half-year  prison 
sentence  for  “cruel  and  unusual  punishment” 
because  he  allegedly  exposed  the  prostitutes 
to  HTV.  According  to  Farmer’s  lawyer,  Lenell 
Nussbaum,  the  two  prostitutes  were  never 
tested  for  HIV,  and  it  was  never  considered 
that  perhaps  one  of  the  prostitutes,  who  was 
an  IV  drug  user,  might  have  transmitted  HIV 
to  Farmer. 

Farmer  appealed  the  sentence  on  a  number 
of  grounds,  including:  the  illegality  of  the 
forced  HIV  test;  the  fact  that  he  was  unable 
to  screen  jurors  for  potential  anti-gay  biases; 
and  because  sexual  contact  was  not  involved 
with  the  charges  he  was  convicted  on.  The 
Washington  State  Supreme  Court  handed 
down  a  decision  Feb.  15  that  found  the  forced 
HIV  test  illegal,  but  upheld  the  exceptional 
sentence  based  on  Farmer’s  HIV  status. 

In  their  opinion,  the  judges  wrote  that  they 
found  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  be 
adequate  proof  of  Farmer’s  HIV  status. 
During  the  trial  sentencing,  two 


acquaintances  of  Farmer  had  testified  that 
Fanner  told  each  of  them  that  he  was  HIV 
positive  in  1982  and  1983. 

The  defense  argued  that  this  testimony  was 
false  and  invalid  because  an  HIV  antibody 
test  was  not  developed  until  1985.  Nussbaum 
told  GCN  that  in  their  review  of  Farmer’s 
appeal,  the  Supreme  Court  judges  ignored 
medical  evidence  that  refuted  the  two 
witnesses  testimony,  and  upheld  Farmer’s 
extended  sentence  based  on  untrue  and 
incomplete  facts. 

‘Used  as  a  scapegoat’ 

Farmer’s  case  centered  around  charges  that 
he  twice  solicited  sex  from  16-year-old  male 
prostitutes,  and  in  each  case  took  Polaroid 
pictures  of  them.  At  the  time  of  Farmer’s 
trial,  16  was  the  age  of  consent  in 
Washington  (the  law  has  been  changed  since 
then),  and  thus  Farmer  committed  no  illegal 
sex  act.  Farmer  was  charged  with  paying 
juveniles  for  sex,  and  taking  pictures  of  them 
in  an  exploitive  manner. 

Farmer  was  arrested  for  these  crimes  on 
two  different  occasions.  The  second  trial  lead 
to  the  seven-and-a-half  year  prison  sentence. 

In  the  first  arrest,  Farmer’s  lawyer  plea 
bargained  down  to  a  misdemeanor  charge  of 
“communicating  with  a  minor  for  immoral 
purposes.”  According  to  Farmer,  he  thought 
the  case  “was  all  over  then.”  But  between 
Farmer’s  first  and  second  arrests,  his  HIV 
status  became  an  explosive  issue  in  the 
media. 

Farmer  told  GCN  that  the  prosecuting 
attorney’s  office  learned  from  an  undisclosed 
source  that  he  was  HTV  positive.  A  television 
reporter,  Julie  Blacklow,  then  became 
involved  with  the  case  and  generated 
extensive  coverage  of  Fanner’s  sex  life,  his 
conviction  for  “immoral”  communications 
with  juveniles,  and  his  HIV  status. 

Farmer  said  that  he  believes  that  the 
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U.S.  offers  new  policies 
for  disabled  people 

WASHINGTON — Following  up  on  the 
1990  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act,  the 
Federal  Government  recently  proposed  far- 
reaching  rules  designed  to  accommodate 
disabled  people  in  public  and  commercial 
facilities. 

According  to  the  New  York  Tunes,  the  new 
rules  will  not  require  immediate  changes  in 
existing  facilities.  The  regulations  do  apply, 
however,  to  new  public  and  commercial 
construction,  as  well  as  to  renovations  of 
existing  buildings.  The  measures  will  go 
into  effect  in  January  of  1992. 

The  rules  emphasize  wheelchair 
accessibility,  as  well  as  accessibility  for 
people  with  vision  or  hearing  impairments. 
Grocery  store  aisles,  restaurant  seating 
arrangements,  and  pay  phones  would  all  be 
redesigned  to  accommodate  people  in 
wheelchairs;  automated  teller  machines 
would  be  redesigned  to  accommodate  people 
with  vision  impairments;  theaters  and 
concert  halls  would  be  equipped  with 
earphones  for  those  with  hearing -related 
disabilities.  Most  forms  of  public 
transportation  will  also  be  affected  by  the 
regulations. 

The  complete  text  of  the  rules  was 
published  in  the  Federal  Register  Jan.  22. 

—  Chris  Nealon 

Union  offers 


who  had  facilitated  the  general  meeting. 

One  decision  made  by  LIPS  was  to  hold  a 
“Fishbowl,”  an  exercise  in  which  women 
and  people  of  color  sit  in  the  middle  of  a 
circle  and  talk  about  discrimination  issues 
without  being  interrupted  by  the  people 
surrounding  them.  When  someone  suggested 
that  each  issue  be  discussed  individually, 
Victoria  Pilaar,  a  woman  of  color,  responded, 
“That  would  feel  disjointed.  Sexism,  racism, 
and  classism  are  all  connected  for  me.” 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 


progressive  HIV 
coverage 

SAN  FRANCISCO — In  a  groundbreaking 
development,  a  local  union  has  become  the 
first  in  the  United  States  to  offer  health  care 
benefits  to  members  affected  by  HIV. 
According  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter,  Local  2 
of  the  Hotel  Employees  and  Restaurant 
Employees  Union  will  reimburse  expenses 
not  covered  by  traditional  insurance  policies. 

“It’s  like  an  AIDS  Emergency  Fund  that’s 
worth  $350  a  month  per  member,”  said 
Local  2’s  Jack  Gribbons.  He  explained  that 
the  program  applies  to  any  union  member 
“as  long  as  the  member  has  an  HIV-related 
condition  and  [a  service]  or  need  prescribed 
by  a  doctor.” 

Gribbons  said  that  the  money  in  the  fund 
can  be  used  to  pay  for  experimental  drugs  as 
well  as  prescription  drugs,  and  for 
emergency  treatments  such  as  infusions. 
AZT  is  not  covered  in  the  program  because 
other  programs  cover  it,  he  said.  Gribbons 
added  that  the  money  can  also  apply  to  rent, 
food  and  transportation  expenses. 

Commenting  on  the  signal  Local  2  is 
sending  to  unions  and  other  private 
organizations,  Gribbons  said,  “We  hope  that 
other  areas  of  the  private  sector  throughout 
the  country  will  use  Local  2  as  a  model  for 
negotiating  their  own  AIDS-care  packages.” 

— Chris  Nealon 

Queer  Nation  chapter 
examines  internal 
politics 


SEATTLE — As  Queer  Nation  affiliates 
become  more  and  more  visible  across  the 
country,  at  least  one  chapter  is  examining  its 
own  internal  biases.  At  a  Jan.  2  general 
meeting,  members  of  Queer  Nation/Seattle 
discussed  issues  of  racism,  sexism  and 
classism  that  they  felt  were  prevalent  in  the 
group’s  membership  makeup  and  meeting 
format. 

According  to  the  Lesbian  Resource  Center 
Community  News,  a  Seattle  paper,  members 
of  Queer  Nation  put  the  topic  on  the  agenda 
under  the  title  “Bigotry  and  Bias  in  Queer 
Nation.”  Participants  said  they  felt  the 
meeting  was  volatile  yet  productive.  During 
the  discussion,  members  pointed  out  that 
women  and  people  of  color  are  greatly  under 
represented  in  the  organization,  and  some 
said  that  white  men  take  up  too  much  of  the 
talking  time  in  general  meetings. 

Some  members,  however,  said  that  unfair 
accusations  were  made,  and  others  said  that 
they  thought  Queer  Nation  was  becoming 
overly  politicized.  “When  someone  put  ‘Bias 
and  Bigotry  in  Queer  Nation’  on  the  agenda, 

1  knew  there  was  going  to  be  trouble,”  said 
Frederic  Kahler,  a  member  of  the  group.  “It 
used  to  be  fun  to  go  to  meetings,  now 
everybody  is  so  angry,”  he  added. 

Labias  Interlocked  in  Political  Solidarity 
(LIPS),  the  Women’s  Committee  of  Queer 
Nation/Seattle,  met  later  to  discuss  the 
general  meeting  and  devise  new  ways  to 
confront  bias  issues  within  the  organization. 
“I  was  bum;  out  after  the  confrontation,  but 
this  [LIPS]  meeting  is  helping  me  to  get 
support  and  re-eneigize,”  said  Leslie  Lippi, 
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Archbishop  targets  gay 
people 

CYPRUS — The  archbishop  of  the  Cypriot 
Orthodox  Church  has  launched  a  powerful 
campaign  against  the  island’s  gay 
inhabitants.  The  archbishop,  Chrysostomos, 
declared  Dec.  22,  1990  that  he  would 
excommunicate  all  known  Cypriot  gay 
people  and  their  supporters.  He  also  said  he 
would  refuse  to  bury  any  gay  rights  activists 
who  die. 

Chrysostomos’  threats  are  potentially  very 
harmful  because  over  75  percent  of  Cyprus’ 
population  belongs  to  the  orthodox  church 
he  heads. 

According  to  Outlines,  a  Chicago  gay 
newspaper,  the  archbishop  made  his 
announcement  after  the  European  Human 
Rights  Commission  agreed  to  review  a  suit 
against  a  Cyprus  law  that  bans  male  sodomy. 
Chrysostomos  focused  his  attack  on  Cyprus 
Gay  Liberation  Front  leader  Alexander 
Modinos,  who  filed  the  suit  against  the  law. 

The  International  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Association  (ILGA),  a  gay  rights  advocacy 
group,  said  that  Modinos  has  a  strong  chance 
of  winning  the  suit,  but  that  the  archbishop’s 
declaration  has  made  life  very  difficult  for 
him. 

“Alexander  is  really  isolated  and  needs  all 
the  help  he  can  get,”  said  ILGA  co-secretary 
general  Lisa  Power.  “All  the  other  gays  in 
Cyprus  have  gone  back  in  the  closet  and  left 
him  holding  the  baby.” 

In  a  similar  gay  rights  case  two  years  ago, 
the  European  Court  ordered  Ireland  to  repeal 
its  sodomy  laws  because  they  violated  the 
European  Convention  on  Human  Rights. 

Under  current  laws  in  Cyprus,  sodomy 
between  men  can  carry  a  prison  sentence  of 
five  to  14  years,  and  “attempted”  gay  sex  can 
carry  a  three-year  sentence. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

Lesbian  writers  to 
receive  grant  money 

NEW  YORK — A  lesbian  funding 
organization  has  developed  a  new  grant  to 
recognize  and  support  the  literary 
contributions  of  lesbian  authors  in  the  United 
States.  Astraea,  the  National  Lesbian  Action 
Foundation,  will  announce  March  8  the 
formation  of  the  Lesbian  Writers’  Fund,  a 
grant-making  program  for  emerging  lesbian 
writers  of  fiction  and  poetry. 

“[The  new  writers’  fund]  fills  a  well- 
documented  need  to  support  the  artistic 
expressions  of  lesbian  writers  in  our  country. 
Expressions  which  are,  after  all,  reflections 
of  the  socio-political  environment  in  which 
we  live,”  said  Valli  Kanuha,  Astraea’s  Board 
Chair. 

The  Lesbian  Writers’  Fund  was  made 
possible  by  a  $300,000  donation  to  Astraea 
by  Joan  Drury,  a  lesbian  feminist 
philanthropist  from  Minnesota.  “I  read.  I 
write.  I  publish.  And  I’m  a  lesbian,”  said 
Drury.  “Creating  a  lesbian  writing  award  is  a 
natural  extension  of  all  my  passions.  It  seems 
like  the  timing  is  perfect — for  me,  for 
Astraea,  and  for  our  community.” 

Astraea  was  founded  in  1977  as  a  feminist 
fund  dedicated  to  addressing  political  and 
social  issues  pertinent  to  women.  In  1990, 
Astraea’s  board  voted  to  make  the 
organization  the  first  nationwide  lesbian 
foundation. 

This  year,  the  Lesbian  Writers’  Fund  plans 
to  award  five  grants  of  $11,000  each  to 
lesbian  writers.  There  will  also  be  a  $5,000 
Sappho  Award  of  Distinction  given  to  an 
established  lesbian  author. 

For  more  information  about  the  Lesbian 
Writers’  Fund  or  Astraea,  call  (212)  529- 
8021. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

FDA  to  test  ‘blood 
substitute’ 

WASHINGTON — In  a  move  designed  to 
speed  the  eventual  marketing  of  “pure  blood 
substitute,”  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  (FDA)  recently  announced 
that  a  blood  product  from  cattle  will  be 
tested  for  i  s  effectiveness  in  humans.  The 
upcoming  studies,  which  the  FDA 
announced  Feb.  24,  are  designed  to  test  the 
safety  of  using  cattle  hemoglobin  as  a  blood 
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substitute  for  people  needing  transfusions. 
Hemoglobin  is  a  protein  in  red  blood  cells 
that  carries  oxygen. 

According  to  the  New  York  Times,  the 
manufacturers  of  the  purified  cattle 
hemoglobin  said  that  the  blood  substitute 
could  allow  “safer  and  cheaper”  transfusions. 
In  particular,  officials  said,  the  blood 
substitute  would  always  be  HIV  negative. 
The  substance  is  manufactured  by  a  Boston- 
based  company,  Biopure,  and  marketed 
under  the  name  Hemopure. 

Officials  also  said  Hemopure  could  be 
expected  to  function  for  up  to  seven  days  in 
humans.  During  that  time,  human  bone 
marrow  would  have  a  chance  to  reproduce 
its  own  red  blood  cells. 

Another  advantage  to  Hemopure,  officials 
said,  is  that  it  could  be  produced  in  large 
quantities.  The  Times  reported  that,  “About 
40  pints  of  blood  can  be  obtained  from  a  cow 
when  it  is  slaughtered  as  against  the  single 
pint  a  human  can  donate  at  one  time.” 

— Chris  Nealon 

S.F.  schools  support 
pro-gay  plans 

SAN  FRANCISCO — Six  months  after  the 
board  of  education  first  approved  Project  10, 
a  program  of  services  for  lesbian  and  gay 
high  school  students,  several  other  pro¬ 
lesbian  and  -gay  initiatives  have  also 
gathered  steam  in  the  school  system. 

According  to  the  San  Francisco  Sentinel, 
at  least  half  a  dozen  plans  are  underway. 
Some  have  already  been  accomplished — for 
instance,  the  permanent  staff  at  Project  10 
has  been  increased  from  one  to  two,  so  that  a 
man  and  a  woman  are  now  available  to 
counsel  students. 

Other  board  initiatives  include:  a 
resolution  insisting  that  school  curricula 
reflect  ethnic  and  sexual  diversity;  a  plan  for 
a  gay-positive  “site”  program  that  would  be 
available  to  elementary  and  middle  schools 
as  well  as  high  schools;  proposed  sensitivity 
training  for  school  staff;  and  condom 
availability  in  high  schools. 

— Chris  Nealon 

Anti-gay  legal  move 
denounced 

SAN  FRANCISCO — Using  a  legal  move 
that  lesbian  and  gay  officials  have 
denounced  as  “disgusting,”  Pacific  Gas  and 
Electric  Co.  (PG&E)  attempted  last  fall  to 
have  San  Francisco’s  human  rights  ordinance 
declared  unconstitutional  in  order  to  side¬ 
step  an  anti-discrimination  lawsuit.  San 
Francisco’s  ordinance  forbids  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 

The  legal  maneuver,  reported  Feb.  21  in 
the  Bay  Area  Reporter,  was  designed  to 
short-circuit  a  lawsuit  filed  by  former  PG&E 
employee  Neal  Sechan.  Sechan  charged  that 
his  supervisor  made  homophobic  remarks 
about  employees  and  “made  life  miserable” 
for  other  gay  employees. 

Cheryl  Sena,  Sechan ’s  attorney,  called  the 
PG&E  move  “a  disgusting  legal  tactic  and  an 
unconscionable  act.” 

Lesbian  city  supervisor  Roberta 
Achtenberg,  commenting  on  the 
constitutionality  of  the  human  rights 
ordinance,  said  that  the  document  “was 
drafted  with  care  and  expertise  and  its 
constitutionality  has  been  upheld  by  the 
courts.  No  individual  or  business,  can  expect 
to  be  taken  seriously  in  challenging  the 
ordinance.” 

— Chris  Nealon 

FBI  kept  gay  files  for 
40  years 

SAN  FRANCISCO— Although  the 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  (FBI)  has 
repeatedly  refuted  the  charges,  a  mainstream 
paper  recently  reported  that  the  government 
agency  collected  files  on  alleged  “sex 
deviates”  for  40  years.  A  Jan.  14  front-page 
news  article  in  the  San  Francisco  Examiner 
stated  that  between  1937  and  1977  the  FBI 
chronicled  the  suspected  sexual  preferences 
and  exploits  of  thousands  of  individuals. 
Throughout  that  period,  the  FBI  denied  the 
existence  of  such  files. 

According  to  Philadelphia  Gay  News,  the 
“sex  deviate”  files  included  information  on 
federal,  state  and  university  employees. 
When  the  files  were  finally  destroyed  in 
1977,  there  were  over  300,000  pages  in  99 
cubic  feet  of  file  cabinets  documenting  the 
sexual  habits  of  thousands  of  public  officials 
and  private  individuals. 

The  report  says  that  the  agency  was 
particularly  fond  of  circulating  rumors  and 
divulging  information  about  the  sexual 
orientation  of  certain  public  figures  deemed 
politically  dangerous. 

“In  appropriate  instances  where  the  best 


interest  of  the  Bureau  is  served,  information 
concerning  sex  deviates  employed  either  by 
institutions  of  higher  learning  or  law 
enforcement  agencies  is  disseminated  to 
proper  officials  of  such  organizations,”  one 
FBI  memo  stated. 

Adlai  Stevenson  was  one  target  of  the  FBI 
rumors  when  he  attempted  to  run  presidential 
campaigns  against  Dwight  Eisenhower  in 
1952  and  1956.  According  to  Athan 
Theoharis,  a  former  U.S.  Senate  consultant 
on  FBI  activities,  the  FBI  began  collecting 
information  on  Stevenson’s  alleged 
homosexuality  when  the  Illinois  governor 
became  known  as  a  possible  Democratic 
presidential  candidate  in  1952. 

At  the  time,  the  FBI  publicly  denied  that  it 
“had  a  file  indicating  Mr.  Stevenson  to  be  a 
‘queer,’”  but  Republican  opponents  spread 
rumors  about  the  agency’s  investigations 
anyway.  According  to  information  obtained 
by  Theoharis,  the  FBI  did  have  a  file  on 
Stevenson,  that  referred  to  him  as  a  “sex 
deviate,”  and  documented  him  as  one  of  “the 
two  best  known  homo-sexuals  [sic]  in 
Illinois.” 

The  agency  was  particularly  active  in 
releasing  suspected  sexual-orientation 
information  under  J.  Edgar  Hoover,  the 
Examiner  report  stated.  In  1954,  as  FBI 
director,  Hoover  authorized  the  FBI  to 
“confidentially  make  available  to  George 
Washington  University  information 
concerning  sex  deviates. ..employed  as 
teachers  there.”  Hoover  was  a  graduate  of 
the  school  and  served  on  its  board  of 
directors. 

The  files  were  finally  destroyed  by  the 
FBI  in  1977,  with  the  approval  of  the 
National  Archives.  The  National  Archives 
report  on  the  files’  destruction  stated,  “The 
records  contain  massive  amounts  of  material 
that  relate  to.. .individual  sexual  contact  and 
thus  seem  to  infringe  on  personal  privacy.  In 
addition,  portions  of  this  material  involve 
unsubstantiated  accusations”  that  offer 
“threatening  damage  to  numerous  private 
citizens.” 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

HIV-positive  man 
charged  with  assault 

VENTURA,  Calif. — A  heterosexual  man 
was  recently  charged  with  assault  because  he 
knowingly  transmitted  HIV  to  a  woman. 
The  woman  alleges  that  David  Scott  Crother 
knew  about  his  HIV  status  when  they  had 
sex  together,  and  that  he  failed  to  inform  her 
or  use  a  condom.  According  to  the  New 
York  Times,  a  grand  jury  indictment  against 
Crother  states  that  the  woman  and  the  child 
Crother  allegedly  fathered  have  both  tested 
positive  for  HIV. 

The  case  is  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  state, 
and  because  of  the  lack  of  laws  that  cover 
such  transmission  issues,  the  Ventura  County 
district  attorney  has  charged  Crother  with  15 
counts  of  assault  with  a  deadly  weapon. 
Each  count  represents  a  sexual  encounter 
that  occurred  between  Crother  and  the 
woman  between  September  1988  and  August 
1989.  The  GLC  Voice,  a  gay  paper,  reports 
that  Crother  will  plead  not  guilty  to  the 
charges. 

Crother ’s  case  has  prompted  the  Ventura 
County  deputy  district  attorney,  Vincent 
O’Neill,  to  propose  legislation  to  state  Sen. 
Ed  Davis  (R-Santa  Clara)  that  makes  it 
illegal  to  engage  in  sexual  activity  or  needle 
exchange  without  informing  involved  parties 
about  HIV  status.  According  to  San 
Francisco’s  Bay  Area  Reporter,  the  proposed 
bill  alters  the  state’s  existing  confidentiality 
provisions  and  limits  on  court-ordered 
testing  in  criminal  investigations. 

Upon  receipt  of  the  legislation,  Davis’ 
office  sought  consultation  with  the  Lobby  for 
Individual  Freedom  and  Equality  (LIFE). 
Laurie  McBride,  LIFE’S  executive  director, 
said  that  the  organization  has  opposed 
legislative  testing  laws  in  the  past  because  of 
potential  for  malicious  abuse  and  because 
certain  conditions  in  the  bill  cannot  be 
enforced  by  police  regulation. 

The  proposed  legislation  makes  it  a  felony, 
punishable  by  imprisonment,  to  willfully 
infect  another  person  with  HIV.  The  bill  also 
states  that  any  person  who  engages  in 
unprotected  sexual  activity  or  exchanges  a 
needle  with  another  person,  even  if  the  other 
person  knows  he  or  she  is  FHV  positive,  is 
guilty  of  a  crime.  A  third  provision  in  the 
bill  makes  it  a  felony  if  an  HIV-positive 
person  does  not  disclose  his  or  her  HIV 
status  to  a  sexual  partner,  even  if  protected 
sex  occurs. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 


New  birth  control  drug 
receives  mixed  reaction 

Although  reproductive  rights  advocates  say  they  are  pleased 
that  a  new  option  is  available,  they  warn  against  dangerous 
misuse  by  the  government  and  medical  institutions 


By  Elizabeth  Yukins 


ACT  UP  won  the  first  round  in  the  battle  for  funding  following  the  October  occupation 

Penn,  officials  refuse  to 
fund  PWA  hospice 

In  a  final  attempt  to  secure  money  for  the  Betak  hospice,  AIDS 
activists  again  occupy  the  facility-only  to  be  removed  by  cops 


WASHINGTON — For  the  first  time  in 
over  25  years,  women  have  an  entirely  new 
choice  in  birth  control.  The  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  (FDA)  recently  approved  a 
contraceptive  implant  that  prevents 
pregnancy  for  up  to  five  years,  with  few 
known  serious  side  effects. 

Despite  the  promising  aspects  of  the  new 
drug,  Norplant,  reaction  has  been  mixed. 
While  some  reproductive  rights  groups  are 
excited  about  a  new  and  effective 
contraceptive  choice,  other  women’s  health 
care  advocates  are  wary  of  the  drug’s  cost,  its 
long-term  health  risks,  and  its  potential  for 
misuse  by  the  government  and  medical 
institutions. 

Before  the  FDA  approved  Norplant,  on 
Dec.  10,  1990,  some  women’s  health 
organizations  voiced  opposition  to  its 
distribution,  saying  that  the  long-term  safety 
of  Norplant  has  yet  to  be  determined.  The 
National  Women’s  Health  Network  testified 
against  the  drug  at  the  FDA’s  approval 
hearings. 

In  its  testimony,  the  organization  said  that 
in  Norplant’s  clinical  trials,  women  had 
problems  with  implant  infection,  and  some 
women  did  not  have  their  implants  removed 
promptly  upon  request.  The  women’s  health 
care  group  urged  the  FDA  to  conduct  further 
tests  before  approving  Norplant,  and,  after  its 
approval,  to  pursue  extensive  post-marketing 
surveillance  to  monitor  the  drug’s  long-term 
safety. 

Coercive  implications 

Controversy  about  the  drug  escalated 
following  its  approval,  when  two  officials 
advocated  using  Norplant  as  a  new  legal 
means  to  deal  with  health  care  and  welfare 
issues. 

In  California,  a  county  judge  ordered  a 
woman  convicted  of  child  abuse  to  use 
Norplant  for  three  years  as  part  of  her 
conditions  for  probation.  The  judge’s 
sentence  was  handed  down  Jan.  2,  only  three 
weeks  after  the  FDA’s  approval. 

According  to  Julie  Mertus,  an  attorney  at 
the  Reproductive  Freedom  Project  of  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU),  the 
defendant  “was  a  poor  woman  facing 
imprisonment  for  up  to  eight  years.”  Mertus 
told  GCN  that  although  the  woman,  Darlene 
Johnson,  agreed  to  use  Norplant  in  return  for 
a  lighter  sentence,  the  judge  had  failed  to 
fully  explain  what  the  use  of  the  drug 
entailed.  “The  judge  never  mentioned 
surgery.  He  only  told  her,  ‘It’s  a  thing  you 
put  in  your  arm,  like  birth  control,”’  said 
Mertus,  adding,  “Johnson’s  decision  was 
based  on  grossly  inadequate  information.” 

Mertus  said  that  Johnson  has  since 
changed  her  mind  about  using  Norplant,  but 
that  the  judge  has  refused  to  rescind  his 
order.  The  ACLU  is  currently  assisting 
Johnson  and  her  attorney  in  appealing  the 
case  on  the  grounds  that  the  Norplant  order 
violates  Johnson’s  privacy,  reproductive  and 
bodily  integrity  rights. 

“The  California  case  is  an  example  of  how 
Norplant  can  be  abused,  but  people  don’t  see 
it  as  being  as  serious  as  sterilization,”  said 
Phyllis  Bailey,  a  member  of  Women  of  Color 
for  Reproductive  Rights.  “The  seriousness  of 
the  judge’s  order  is  masked,”  she  said, 
“because  as  technology  becomes  more 
sophisticated,  the  sterilization  procedure 
doesn’t  look  so  bad.  People  become  lulled 
into  thinking  it’s  ‘the  right  thing  to  do.’” 

Another  controversy  about  Norplant 
developed  in  Kansas,  when  a  state  legislator 
proposed  on  Jan.  31  that  the  state  pay  $500  to 
mothers  receiving  welfare  benefits  who  agree 
to  use  Norplant 

In  his  announcement  of  the  proposed  bill. 
Rep.  Patrick  Kerry  (R-Leawood)  said  that  the 
program  “has  the  potential  to  save  the 
taxpayers  millions  of  their  hard-earned 
dollars”  by  reducing  the  number  of  unwanted 
pregnancies  in  the  state.  He  said  that  the 
$500  stipend  would  serve  as  a  “strong 
financial  incentive  [for  welfare  recipients]  to 
use  a  safe,  reversible  contraceptive  device.” 

Julia  Scott  of  the  National  Black  Women’s 
Health  Network  said  that  she  was  angered  by 
the  proposed  Kansas  bill  because,  “They’re 
putting  a  Madison  Avenue-like  slant  on 
[coercion]  by  using  ‘incentives.’”  She  told 
GCN,  “The  women  there  have  no  choice,  no 
‘incentive  package’  to  choose  from. 
Everything  is  focused  on  the  women’s 
reproductive  organs  and  only  one  method  of 


birth  control;  they  are  not  offering  any 
package  of  helpful  reproductive  health  care 
choices.” 

Many  women’s  rights  groups  and  civil 
libertarians  have  objected  strongly  to  the 
coercive  implications  of  the  judge’s  order 
and  Kerry’s  bill.  Women’s  control  over  their 
own  bodies  is  again  under  attack,  they  say, 
and,  ironically,  this  time  the  weapon  is  a  drug 
that  was  intended  to  expand  reproductive 
freedom. 

“A  lot  of  people  are  excited  about 
Norplant,  and  it  could  turn  out  to  be  really 
good  if  women  can  choose  it  on  their  own,” 
said  the  ACLU’s  Mertus.  But,  she  added, 
problems  exist  because  the  drug  is  implanted 
and  women  have  to  ask  a  physician  to 
surgically  remove  it.  “Once  it’s  in  their  skin, 
women  lose  the  ability  to  completely  control 
their  own  bodies  and  lives,”  she  said. 

A  new  choice 

Norplant  consists  of  six  thin  capsules  that 
are  inserted  through  a  surgical  procedure  just 
under  the  skin  of  a  woman’s  upper  arm.  The 
capsules  continuously  release  a  female 
hormone,  progestin,  which  is  highly  effective 
in  reducing  pregnancy. 

The  drug  has  been  developed  and  tested 
over  the  past  20  years  by  the  Population 
Council,  a  New  York-based  international 
non-profit  organization  that  researches 
population  issues  in  developing  countries. 
According  to  the  Population  Council, 
Norplant  has  been  introduced  in  46  countries, 
through  either  clinical  or  preintroduction 
trials,  and  it  has  been  approved  in  18 
countries  for  distribution. 

“We  all  were  excited  when  it  finally 
reached  the  market,”  said  Molly  Yard, 
president  of  the  National  Organization  for 
Women  (NOW).  Yard  told  GCN  that 
Norplant  “certainly  has  its  advantages. 
Sterilization  is  the  most  frequently  used  form 
of  birth  control  in  the  United  States,  and  it’s 
irreversible.  Norplant  is  good  because  it’s 
reversible." 

Yard  added  that  she  has  heard  negative 
reviews  of  Norplant,  and  that  NOW’s 
women’s  health  issues  task  force  is  currently 
examining  the  issue.  For  now.  Yard  said,  “We 
welcome  a  new  fqrm  of  contraception,  but 
we  don’t  yet  know  enough  to  say  if  it’s  good 
or  bad.” 

“We’re  thrilled  that  it’s  available,  and  we’d 
like  to  make  it  accessible  to  as  many  women 
as  possible,”  said  Dorothy  Lohmann,  public 
information  coordinator  for  the  Planned 
Parenthood  League  of  Massachusetts. 
Lohmann  told  GCN  that  although  Norplant 
has  not  yet  been  distributed  to  Planned 
Parenthood  facilities,  the  projected  cost  of 
the  drug  is  somewhere  between  $300  to 
$500,  excluding  insertion  and  removal  fees. 
Lohmann  said  that  while  such  a  large  sum  of 
money  will  present  a  problem  to  many 
women,  Norplant  is  still  cost  effective  in 
comparison  to  the  price  of  a  five-year  supply 
of  birth  control  pills. 

“We’ve  been  pushing  for  a  lot  of  new 
types  of  birth  control,  and  Norplant  is  one 
new  alternative.  If  it  helps  women,  then  it’s 
great,”  said  Lohmann,  adding,  “We  won’t 
stop  here,  because  we  want  a  contraceptive 
that  is  easily  accessible  to  all.  But  we’re 
certainly  glad  it’s  another  alternative  to  some 
women.” 

Lohmann  pointed  out  that  Norplant  has 
many  merits  that  distinguish  it  from  other 
birth  control  methods.  She  said  that  the  new 
drug  will  be  “especially  good  for  younger 
women  who  don’t  plan  to  have  families  for  a 
while.”  She  also  said  that  Norplant  is  highly 
effective,  releases  lower  hormone  doses  than 
the  pill,  is  less  dangerous  than  the  IUD,  and 
does  not  become  an  issue  during  sexual 
intercourse. 

Too  much  danger* 

Despite  Norplant’s  convenience  and 
effectiveness,  many  women’s  health  care 
activists  are  worried  that  its  disadvantages 
will  overshadow  its  benefits.  They  say  they 
fear  that  the  drug’s  costs  and  its  potential  for 
misuse  by  the  government  and  medical 
institutions  could  prove  highly 
disadvantageous,  particularly  for  low  income 
women  and  women  of  color.  Some  activists 
also  cite  the  United  States’  history  of  forced 
sterilization,  and  say  that  Norplant  could 
become  a  dangerous  new  form  of  medical 
eugenics. 

“I  know  many  women  who  may  want  to 

Continued  on  page  6 


By  Chris  Nealon 

PHILADELPHIA — AIDS  activists  have 
suffered  a  particularly  bitter  defeat  here,  with 
state  officials  making  it  clear  that  they  will 
not  assist  in  funding  a  neighborhood  hospice 
for  people  with  AIDS.  About  20  members  of 
ACT  UP/Philadelphia  began  occupying  the 
Betak  hospice  Feb.  22,  but  were  removed  by 
police  the  morning  of  Feb.  27. 

Twice  during  the  course  of  the  occupation, 
activists  burned  state  Welfare  Secretary  John 
White,  Jr.  in  effigy — once  outside  the 
Philadelphia’s  state  office  building,  and  again 
on  the  Betak  lawn  as  activists  left  the 
hospice.  ACT  UP  members  charged  White 
with  undermining  Betak’s  chances  for  federal 
support  by  deliberately  not  applying  for 
financial  assistance.  According  to  ACT  UP, 
White  has  said  that  he  will  not  discuss  Betak 
because  his  wife  is  “near  death." 

As  GCN  went  to  press,  a  contingent  of 
ACT  UP  members  had  left  Betak  for  the 
state  capital,  Harrisburg,  where  they  planned 
to  protest  the  state’s  inaction. 

ACT  UP  took  over  Betak  once  before, 
from  Oct.  5  to  Oct.  14  of  last  year  (See  GCN, 
Oct.  21,  1990).  At  that  time,  activists  won  a 
promise  from  the  Department  of  Welfare  that 
the  agency  would  provide  funding  for  Betak, 
and  would  seek  to  augment  that  funding  with 
federal  money  as  well. 

The  October  occupation,  widely 
considered  a  concrete  victory  among  AIDS 
activists  and  service  providers,  earned  the 
overwhelming  support  of  people  living  in  the 
neighborhood  around  Betak.  In  addition, 
Lutheran  Home,  the  organization  overseeing 
the  hospice,  deliberately  stopped  short  of 
issuing  an  injunction  to  remove  the  activists 
from  the  facility. 

Although  Lutheran  Home  did  finally  issue 
an  injunction  during  the  February  occupation 
that  allowed  police  to  remove  activists,  ACT 
UP  members  said  they  understood  that  the 
organization  merely  wanted  to  protect  itself 
from  liability.  Activists  emphasized  that  it 
was  the  state,  and  not  the  Lutheran  Home 
board,  that  was  responsible  for  failing  to 
open  Betak. 

“My  heart  is  broken,  literally  broken,”  said 
Barbara  Green,  a  Betak  board  member  who 
lives  near  the  hospice.  Referring  to  the  ACT 
UP  members  who  occupied  the  building, 
Green  told  GCN  that,  “They  did  the  best  they 
could.  They  fought  the  good  fight.  But  the 


state  officials  in  Pennsylvania  did  not  deal  in 
good  faith  with  them.” 

Green  said  that  the  state  had  applied  for 
federal  assistance  in  running  Betak,  but  that 
the  application  was  half-hearted.  When 
federal  officials  asked  for  a  re-application, 
she  added,  the  state  welfare  office  did  not 
respond. 

Green  said  that  the  state’s  behavior  had 
kept  the  Betak  board  at  wit’s  end.  At  the 
most  recent  board  meeting,  said  Green, 
“There  was  still  hope.  The  federal 
government  had  sent  the  state  a  letter  saying, 
‘We’d  be  glad  to  give  you  money  for 
Betak.’”  The  government  told  the  state  that 
its  application  was  sloppy,  Green  said,  but 
federal  officials  were  explicit  about  how  to 
re-apply  correctly.  “They  spelled  it  out  very 
clearly,”  Green  said.  “It’s  clear  now  that  the 
state  never  had  any  intention  of  funding 
Betak  in  the  way  they  said  they  would.” 

Green  said  she  thought  the  board  was 
considering  turning  Betak  into  a  nursing 
home.  “It  would  have  been  beautiful  for 
people  with  AIDS,”  she  said,  adding,  “It  was 
designed  for  a  younger  community.” 

She  added  that  spirits  in  the  neighborhood 
were  extremely  low  after  ACT  UP  was 
forced  to  leave.  “For  many,  many  neighbors 
here,”  she  said,  “well — their  hearts  are 
broken,  too.  Not  to  see  [Betak]  become  a 
reality  is  very  difficult." 

Anna  Forbes,  a  staff  member  at 
Philadelphia’s  AIDS  Activities  Coordinating 
Office  (AACO),  told  GCN  that  AACO 
supported  ACT  UP’s  demands  during  both 
the  October  and  February  occupations.  “The 
impact  of  Betak  not  opening  is  going  to  be 
disastrous,”  said  Forbes.  She  said  that  the 
state’s  and  city’s  health  care  systems  are 
already  overtaxed,  and  that  many  people 
affected  by  AIDS  are  being  placed  under 
great  stress  as  a  result.  Because  of  the  lack  of 
“skilled  care,”  she  said,  “families  are  getting 
stretched  to  the  breaking  point  [trying  to  care 
for  a  member  with  AIDS],  and  people  are 
becoming  homeless.” 

Forbes  said  she  thought  one  reason  the 
second  occupation  did  not  succeed  like  the 
first  one  was  because  of  a  “different  media 
situation.”  Although  activists  got  “a  greater 
response”  this  time  from  other  AIDS  service 
organizations,  she  said,  “There  was  the  fact 
of  all  the  war  news,  and  then  we  had  the 
largest  fire  in  [Philadelphia]  in  20  years."  In 
short,  she  said,  the  occupation  just  didn’t  get 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  Job  Opening 


News  Editor 

Available  in  April.  Coordinate  and  edit 
the  work  of  staff  and  volunteer  reporters 
covering  local,  national  and  international 
events  of  importance  to  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  Write  news  stories  as 
necessary.  Participate  in  layout  and 
production  of  the  paper. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  and  editing 
skills,  ability  to  work  with  deadlines, 
knowledge  of  lesbian  and  gay  issues. 

Deadline  for  application:  March  15, 1991 

Staff  Writer/Circulation 
Co-Coordinator 

Available  in  April.  Research,  investigate 
and  write  news  stories  with  a  national 
scope.  May  include  some 
analytical/feature  writing  as  well.  Share 
responsibilities  with  other  staff  writer  for 
coordinating  weekly  mailing  of  paper  and 
processing  subscriptions. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  skills  and 
ability  to  write  several  stories  under 
weekly  deadline  pressure.  Knowledge  of 
national/local  lesbian  and  gay  community 
and  issues  helpful.  Strong  organizational 
and  record-keeping  skills  as  well  as 
knowledge  of  data  entry  and/or  computers 
also  helpful. 

Deadline  for  application:  March  8, 1991 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and 
a  commitment  to  collective  decision¬ 
making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$21 5/week  and  include  health/life 
insurance  through  Harvard  Community 
Health  Plan,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks 
paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with 

flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

* 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover 
letter  to:  GCN  Job  Search  Committee,  62 
Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


GCN  Editorial  Guidelines 


The  'Community  Voices"  and  "Speaking 
Out"  sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our 
efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  within 
our  pages.  We  welcome  all  contributions 
except  personal  attacks.  Copies  of  letters 
and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions  sent 
elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space  available 
basis  only.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to  edit 
letters  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions  for 
length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those 
of  the  author  and  are  not  intended  to 
represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  staff  or 
membership. 

All  letter  and  "Speaking  Our  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED 
Letters  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO 
PAGES.  Speaking  Out"  contributions  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  FOUR  PAGES  and 
require  a  short  (one  to  two  sentence) 
biographical  note  about  the  author  for 
inclusion  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage 
dialogue  and  a  diverse  representation  of 
perspectives  on  the  letters  pages,  printing 
of  "Speaking  Out"  contributions  received 
from  authors  who  have  had  other 
"Speaking  Outs"  appear  in  GCN  recently 
may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes,  it  is  helpful  to  be  able 
to  contact  you  easily  -  please  enclose  your 
name,  address,  and  daytime  phone 
number  with  your  letter  or  article.  Thanks. 

Send  to:  Community  Voices/Speaking  Out, 
GCN,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


Prisoners:  let’s  take  care  of 
each  other 

Dear  GCN: 

I  just  received  my  weekly  newspaper  and 
there  again  was  another  letter  from  another 
prisoner  writing  that  no  one  cares  for  him/her 
anymore.  I  don’t  know  how  to  begin  this  but 
I  have  a  question:  “When  did  we  become  so 
dependent  upon  others  that  now  we  can’t  live 
without  their  contact?” 

Sure,  while  we  were  out  we  may  have  been 
involved  in  all  sorts  of  things  that  we  thought 
we  were  doing  for  others  and  supposedly  not 
asking  for  anything  in  return.  All  we  wanted 
was  for  someone  to  appreciate  and  love  us. 
Whoever  said  being  queer  was  gay  sure 
doesn’t  know  what  he/she  is  talking  about! 
It’s  a  hellishly  painful  way  of  life  because  no 
one  seems  to  understand  what  we  feel. 
Maybe  because  we  weren’t  too  wiling  to 
really  open  up  to  anyone  when  we  had  the 
chance?? 

How  many  of  us  have  gone  on  the  bar 
rounds  and  spent  a  hell  of  a  lot  of  money  just 
hanging  around  trying  not  to  look  so  helpless 
and  desperate.  I  remember  when  I  was  a  kid 
and  had  to  lie  about  my  age  to  be  served.  I 
used  to  go  where  I  was  sure  there  would  be 
gay  men  who  would  see  me  and  fall  madly  in 
love  with  me  so  I  could  have  my  way  with 
them  sexually.  I  wanted  to  be  picked  up  so 
badly  I  could  hardly  stand  it  just  so  I  could 
get  what  I  really  needed.  I  didn’t  care  who 
they  were — no  chance  of  AIDS  in  those  days, 
30  odd  years  ago —  and  I  didn’t  want 
commitments.  All  I  wanted  was  some  guy 
who  would  take  my  hand  and  push  it  into  his 
pants  and  tell  me  what  he  wanted  me  to  do 
for  him  and  in  reality  all  I  ever  wanted  to  do 
was  whatever  he  had  in  mind!  It  was  always 
just  my  fantasy —  just  my  desire  and  just  my 
impulsive  needs  that  mattered  but  I  pretended 
that  it  wasn’t  and  that  I  was  really  just  being 
used.  And  as  always,  afterwards  I  would 
meet  with  whomever  I  thought  was  my  friend 
and  I  would  bitch  about  how  I  was  just  taken 
advantage  of  and  that  no  one  really  wanted  to 

irwfvl  nr  give  love  in  return!  It  wasn’t  love 
that  I  needed  or  really  wanted  because  that 
meant  commitments  and  I  wasn’t  about  to 
enter  into  any.  I  just  wanted  what  made  me 
feel  good  but  be  damned  if  I  would  ever 
admit  that  to  anyone! 

Now  here  I  am  in  prison  with  nearly  30 
odd  years  on  my  old  bones  wandering  around 
and  wondering  if  the  court  of  appeals  will 
finally  rule  in  my  favor  and  I  will  again 
return  to  what  is  called  free  society.  If  I  am 
turned  down  again  in  this  next  hearing  I  will 
be  stuck  here  for  another  seven  years  until  I 
get  a  shot  at  yet  another  appeals  court.  If  I 
lose  that,  then  there  is  12  more  years  facing 
me  to  the  parole  board!  It  is  easy  for  me  to  sit 
in  here  and  feel  sorry  for  myself  or  be  angry 
at  everyone  around  me.  After  all,  it  isn’t  my 
fault  because  I  am  so  damned  misunderstood! 

And  like  everyone  else  I  read  the  ads.  Who 
knows?  Someone  near  me  that  I  don’t  know 
might  put  an  ad  in  and  come  out  of  the 
closet?  And  maybe  there  is  someone  who 
will  put  an  ad  in  that  sounds  just  like  me  and 
I  will  maybe  be  able  to  write  to  them.  I  look 
at  the  list  every  day  posted  outside  of  the 
guards  hole  and  see  if  I  have  any  mail  and  of 
course  I  get  that  old  lonely  feeling  when  there 
isn’t  any,  which  I  guess  everyone  else  does 
too  when  they  feel  they  have  to  depend  upon 
other  people. 

Maybe  if  I  would  stop  thinking  about  my 
own  needs  so  much  I  just  might  notice 
someone  around  me  who  needs  me  just  for 
the  companionship?  Just  what  do  I  need  that  I 
can’t  find  in  this  prison  with  someone  if  I 
would  just  let  myself  be  available  and  stop 
playing  all  of  these  mind  games  that  no  one 
in  here  is  quite  good  enough  for  me?  What  is 
it  that  I  need  from  someone  outside  that 
makes  me  feel  that  I  can’t  make  it  another 
day  without  someone  outside  to  write  to  me 
and  letting  me  blow  off  steam,  tell  them  off 
because  they  didn’t  send  me  a  stamp  or  some 
loose  change,  demand  to  know  their  every 
move  because  they  might  find  someone  who 
will  replace  me — am  I  really  willing  to  open 
up  and  be  honest  not  only  with  them  but  with 
myself  as  well?  Who  is  it  out  there  that  I 
really  need  when  I  can’t  even  face  the  facts 
about  myself  as  to  what  and  really  who  I  am? 
Am  I  just  back  in  those  bars  again  playing 
those  innocent  games,  trying  to  be  so  coy  and 
cute  and  really  deep  down  inside  I  am  dying 
to  know  what  that  lump  I  see  tastes  like??? 
Why  can’t  I  just  be  me  and  be  satisfied  with 
that  and  make  the  best  of  what  I  have  right 
here  around  me? 


The  opinions  expressed  in  "Speaking  Our 
contributions  are  those  of  the  author  and 
are  not  intended  to  represent  the  views  of 
the  GCN  staff,  Board  or  membership. 
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Maybe  it  is  because  a  prison  brings  toe 
much  truth  for  me  to  face?  Maybe  it  is 
because  someone  who  might  judge  me  will 
find  out  what  I  am  really  like?  Maybe  there 
really  is  a  boogie  man  hiding  under  my  bed  al 
night?  Maybe...maybe...maybe  all  trough  the 
list  of  fears  I  have  of  being  someone  who  has 
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to  be  trusted  and  believed  that  writing  to  a 
stranger  won’t  put  in  the  same  kind  of 
situation  with? 

What  makes  me  so  damned  special?  I 
don’t  know  so  I  think  I  will  go  wander 
around  in  the  yard  and  see  if  there  is 
someone  else  who  is  depressed  and 
wandering  around  wondering  whether  or  not 
he  will  survive  this  thing  if  someone  doesn’t 
write  or  stops  writing,  etc.?  Just  maybe  he 
will  let  me  touch  something  and  maybe  he 
will  touch  me  and  between  the  two  of  us  we 
can  find  out  what  it  feels  like  to  admit  face  to 
face  with  someone  that  we  do  have  feelings 
and  we  do  need  to  be  loved. .maybe...  just 
maybe  he  will  let  me  love  him  and  I  won’t 
need  someone  outside  to  worry  about  me  any 
more  and  I  won’t  feel  so  guilty  about  what 
could  have  been  if  I  was  just  someone  that 
could  have  been  loved  more  in  the  first 
place?  What  the  hell  it  is  worth  a  try  and 
besides  thaL.J  am  here  so  why  not  make  the 
best  of  it?  Not  much  of  a  choice  wouldn’t 
you  say? 

Mike,  I’ll  be  thinking  about  you  and  all 
the  others  out  there  who  get  my  papa-  to  me 
each  week! 

Yours  in  spirit, 
Joe 

Arizona  State  Prison 

Safety  nets! 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  thank  everyone  at  the  AAC 
who  works  with  the  Safety  Net  program.  On 
January  28th  Safety  Net  held  a  party  for  the 
members  of  BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth)  at  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Community  Center. 

The  party  provided  a  comfortable 
atmosphere  to  talk  about  sex.  The  evening 
was  interesting,  informative  and  fun.  It  is 
great  to  see  young  gay  men  realize  that  safer 
sex  can  be  great  sex.  I  also  look  forward  to 
the  day  when  a  similar  program  for  young 
lesbian  and  bisexual  women  is  available. 

Sincerely, 
Randall  Rice 
President  of  BAGLY 
Boston,  Mass. 

Willing  to  take  up  arms? 

Dear  GCN: 

Recent  news  articles,  such  as  a  January 
24th  headline  in  The  Wall  Street  Journal, 
“Gay  GIs  Told,  Serve  Now,  Face  Discharge 
Later,”  eliminate  any  doubt  that  the 


Pentagon’s  claim  that  “homosexuality”  is 
incompatible  with  military  service”  is 
nothing  more  than  blatant  homophobia.  Gays 
and  lesbians  are  good  enough  to  serve — and 
risk  death — to  advance  America’s  objectives 
in  the  Persian  Gulf,  but  not  good  enough  to 
remain  in  the  service  if  they  are  fortunate 
enough  to  make  it  home  alive? 

Among  the  president’s  stated  objectives  is 
the  need  to  fight  to  “preserve  our  way  of 
life.”  When  that  way  of  life  includes  such 
unabashed,  officially  sanctioned  prejudice,  it 
is  simply  amazing  that  any  gay  or  lesbian 
soldier  remains  willing  to  take  up  arms. 

Sincerely, 
Adam  Starchild 
Ashland,  Ky. 

Building  an  anti-war 
movement 

Dear  GCN: 

Here  is  some  information  on  the  Jan.  19 
anti-war  march  in  Washington,  necessitated 
by  your  hostile,  red-baiting  and  inaccurate 
article. 

Joe  Franco,  a  Latino  gay  man  with  AIDS 
who  spoke  on  the  AIDS  crisis  and  the  war, 
was  not  the  only  openly  gay  speaker  on  Jan. 
19.  Teresa  Guierrez,  a  Chicana  lesbian 
activist,  spoke  on  why  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  is  against  the  war.  She  also  co¬ 
chaired  the  rally. 

There  were  many  lesbian,  gay  and  AIDS 
activist  endorsements.  Four  lesbian/ 
gay/AIDS  activist  buses  went  to  the  Jan.  19 
protest  from  New  York  alone;  three  were 
organized  by  the  National  Coalition  to  Stop 
U.S.  Intervention  in  the  Middle  East  along 
with  ACT  UP/NY  and  others,  and  one  was 
organized  by  the  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis. 
Lots  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  also  came  from 
many  other  cities.  In  fact,  the 
lesbian/gay/AIDS  activist  contingent  was 
one  of  the  march’s  three  biggest,  along  with 
the  African  American  and  Latino 
contingents. 

The  connection  between  the  lesbian/gay 
struggle,  the  AIDS  crisis  and  the  war  is  the 
key  to  the  National  Coalition’s  broad, 
inclusive  approach.  The  Coalition  has  issued 
several  leaflets  addressing  this  connection. 
AIDS  activists  and  open  lesbians  and  gay 
men  sit  on  the  Coalition’s  Administrative 
Committee.  There  have  been  AIDS  activist 
and  lesbian  and  gay  speakers  at  every  single 
Coalition  event. 

If  only  the  same  were  true  of  all  the 
groups  in  the  anti-war  movement.  Of  course, 


SPEAKING  OUT 


there’s  room  for  many  points  of  view  in  the 
fight  against  war  and  we  all  need  to  work 
together.  But  I  wish  more  of  the  movement 
shared  the  National  Coalition’s  orientation 
toward  linking  the  struggles  against  racism, 
poverty,  lesbian/gay  oppression,  the  AIDS 
crisis  and  the  war. 

In  any  case.  I’m  glad  there  is  a  national 
anti-war  group  that  seeks  out  lesbian  and  gay 
participation  and  doesn’t  hide  it;  that’s 
uncompromising  in  its  opposition  to  the  U.S. 
war  against  Iraq  no  matter  what  pretext  Bush 
uses  to  justify  the  genocide;  that  won’t  go 
along  with  sanctions  or  any  other  tactic  to 
starve  and  murder  the  people  of  Iraq;  that 
had  a  march  led  by  African  American  people 
instead  of  a  sea  of  U.S.  flags,  which  are  a 
symbol  of  U.S.  warmongering  to  people 
around  the  world.  I  know  there  are  lots  like 
me — angry,  militant  lesbians  and  gay  men 
who  want  to  be  a  part  of  the  kind  of  anti-war 
movement  the  National  Coalition  is  trying  to 
build. 

Shelley  Ettinger 

New  York,  N.Y. 

Do  something  for  yourself 

Dear  GCA: 

After  reading  GCN's  Vol.  15,  No.  26 
Community  Voices  by  Mr.  Stephen  Benwell 
I  felt  compelled  to  write  you. 

As  a  former  model  of  various  gay 
publications  and  videos,  I  too  am  currently 
incarcerated  (Vehicular  Homicide),  and  have 
received  nothing  but  shallow,  callous  and 
very  uninspiring  responses  from  the  gay 
community  at  large  (i.e.,  across  the  nation), 
after  spending  countless  hours  seeking 
support  of  some  type  (inspirational,  advice, 
etc.).  I  have  the  same  feeling  Mr.  Benwell 
has  concerning  this  and  am  totally  confused 
as  to  why  a  community  which  screams  for 
fair  and  equal  treatment  would  react  this  way 
towards  one  of  “its  own”  members.  I  feel 
real  angry  because  these  same  people 
watched  the  videos  and  read  the  magazines  I 
have  been  in;  solely  for  their  entertainment, 
and  yet  have  developed  an  arrogance  that  I 
can  only  take  one  way — “personally”.  Most 
of  the  responses  I  received  have  amounted  to 
“contact  us  when  you  are  released  in  ’92.”  I 
need  the  support  now,  not  after  I  am 
released.  I  need  the  contact  with  gays  on  the 
outside,  and  the  sad  part  is  there  doesn’t 
appear  to  be  much  hope  for  a  change  in 
attitude  by  a  community  that  is  as  close  to 
feeling  “self-righteous”  as  one  could  get, 
what  it  comes  to  incarcerated  gays.  At  24, 1 
feel  so  very  fortunate  to  have  learned  what 
the  gay  community  “really”  stands  for,  so 
that  I  will  not  invest  my  time  and  energy  into 
a  worthless,  and  most  insipid  cause. 

Gay  Community  News  has  been  the  only 
organization  to  extend  itself  to  me  by 
sending  their  news  publication  and  offering 
their  book  program  to  me.  I  have  never  been 
to  Boston  except  for  a  brief  visit,  but  when  I 
am  released  I  plan  to  move  there  for  one 
reason:  to  help  GCN  continue  to  extend  itself 
to  those  such  as  myself  in  need  of  outside 
interaction.  GCN  graciously  gave  of  itself  to 
me  and  I  in  return  plan  to  give  myself  to  it. 
(That  is  providing  they  will  permit  me  after 
this  letter — smile.) 

There  are  a  lot  of  us  in  here  who  need 
desperately  to  hear  from  those  outside  of  this 
environment.  The  issue  no  longer  is  “why 
are  you  here,”  it  is  now  "while  you’re  here, 
improve  yourself  and  try  to  keep  as 
emotionally  intact  as  you  can,  reach  out  and 
try  to  acquire  the  support  you  need  from  our 
gay  brothers  and  sisters  on  the  street.”  The 
only  problem  is  there  is  very  few  who  are 
out  there  to  lend  that  emotional  support  so 
desperately  needed.  Without  the  help  of 
outside  sources  there  will  be  many  gay 
brothers  and  sisters  lost  to  suicide  and 
emotional  adversity.  With  the  AIDS 
epidemic  should  we  not  be  trying  to  preserve 
humanity  instead  of  helping  humanity 
destroy  itself?  A  statistic  from  the  Federal 
Government  states  that  every  year  between 
250-350  incarcerated  gays  take  their  own 
lives  due  to  severe  emotional  distress  and 
despair.  The  gay  community  does  not  need 
any  more  losses  of  precious  lives.  It  needs  an 
increase  in  compassion  and  understanding  as 
well  as  the  ability  to  extend  genuine  love  to 
someone  in  need. 

In  closing,  I  am  not  saying  that  all  gay 
organizations  and  gay  community  members 
are  falling  into  the  category  I  have  outlined 
in  the  body  of  this  letter,  I  am  sure  there  are 
quite  a  few  wonderful  ones;  I  am  saying  that 
there  are  very  few  who  do  reach  out  to  those 
of  us  in  need  and  that  perhaps  the  rest  should 
take  a  personal  inventory  of  themselves  and 
see  if  they  could  possibly  help  to  make  a 
difference  in  all  of  our  lives.  Thank  you, 
Gay  Community  News  for  the  fact  that  you 
have  been  there  I  needed  you  most,  thank 
you  for  your  newspaper  and  books.  I  look 


Whose  war  is  it,  anyway? 


By  the  GCN  board  of  directors 

January  22  we,  the  board  of  directors  for 
Gay  Community  News,  had  our  monthly 
meeting  to  discuss  the  finances,  goals  and 
personnel  issues  of  the  paper.  This  was 
standard  fare  but,  since  our  meeting  fell  in 
the  midst  of  the  Middle  East  war,  we 
deviated  from  our  agenda  to  discuss  how  the 
war  is  being  portrayed  by  the  mass  media 
and  legitimized  by  the  U.S.  government. 
Even  though  our  political  philosophies  differ 
widely,  we  agreed  on  many  points,  which  we 
now  present  to  you.  In  so  doing,  queer  reader, 
we  hope  to  encourage  you  to  use  GCN  as  a 
forum  for  your  thoughts  on  the  war  and  the 
myriad  issues  it  involves. 

Network  Semanitcs 

To  date,  network  television  has  packaged 
the  war  as  a  sports  spectacle,  with  NBC 
going  so  far  as  to  dub  it  “Showdown  in  the 
Middle  East.”  With  the  complexities  of 
warfare  reduced  to  such  an  absurdity,  viewers 
are  begged  to  conclude  that  there  are  only 
two  teams  playing:  the  United  States,  which 
is  good,  and  Iraq,  which  is  evil.  Within  this 
context,  television  uses  two  methods  to 
instruct  viewers  that  they  should  express 
undaunted  support  for  the  American  military 
effort.  First,  it  depicts  anti-war  protesters  as 
naive  because  of  their  youth,  or  as  lunatics 
because  of  their  involvement  with  the  anti¬ 
war  protests  of  the  1960s.  Second,  rather  than 
interviewing  the  protesters,  it  offers  sound¬ 
bite  condemnations  of  them  by  military 
personnel. 

To  maintain  the  war  as  a  non-threatening 
consumer  product,  television  has  chosen  to 
scrub  reality  clean  by  adopting  lifeless 
Pentagon  jargon.  Thus  war  is  “liberation,” 
bombing  missions  are  “sorties,”  bombs  are 
“ordinance”  and  civilian  deaths  nothing  but 
“collateral  damage.”  That  is  unless  Iraq 
launches  missiles  against  Saudi  Arabia  or 
Israel,  in  which  case  bombs  remain  bombs 
and  death  remains  death.  Nothing  is  done  by 


the  networks  to  blur  their  distinction  between 
good  and  evil. 

Presidential  warspeak 

Since  the  United  States  began  the  war, 
President  Bush  has  praised  U.S.  military 
personnel  in  the  Gulf  as  fighting  for  the 
“American  way,”  without  being  asked  to 
define  the  term  by  the  press.  Considering  that 
the  administration’s  goal  is  to  restore  the 
dictatorship  of  Jabar  al-Ahmed  al-Sabah  to 
Kuwait,  it  seems  most  unlikely  that  Bill  of 
Rights  idealism  is  part  of  Bush’s  “American 
way.”  But  this  does  not  leave  everything  to 
speculation;  recent  history  gives  us  at  least  a 
partial  explanation  of  what  the  term  means  to 
the  administration.  It  means  bailing  out 
savings-and-loans  institutions  by  siphoning 
tax  monies  from  social  programs  for  people 
with  AIDS,  women,  people  of  color,  the 
poor,  the  elderly  and  children.  It  means 
vetoing  the  Voting  Rights  Act  of  1990, 
obstructing  the  flow  of  financial  assistance 
for  women  and  people  of  color  wishing  to 
attend  college  and  hindering  HIV  research  by 
leaving  the  National  Institutes  of  Health 
leaderless  and  chronically  understaffed.  And 
it  means  publicly  endorsing  the  tyranny  of 
those  who  would  prohibit  a  woman  from 
seeking  an  abortion. 

To  gay  men  and  lesbians,  there  is  a 
particularly  odious  element  to  Bush’s  view  of 
the  “American  way.”  Indeed,  it  should  not  be 
forgotten  that  he  is  the  commander-in-chief 
of  the  Pentagon  which  recently  told  National 
Public  Radio  that  all  gay  and  lesbian  military 
personnel  will  be  “separated”  from  their 
companies  and  “systematically  prosecuted 
for  discharge”  during  and  after  the  war. 

When  the  Middle  East  catastrophe  ends, 
bodies  are  counted  and  the  flag-waving 
ceases,  Iraqi  forces  will  probably  be  out  of 
Kuwait — or  what  is  left  of  it.  But  would  an 
American  team  victory,  as  Richard  Nixon 
recently  wrote  in  The  New  York  Times,  assure 
that  our  children  and  grandchildren  live  in 


peace? 

Certainly  not,  and  for  many  reasons.  The 
war  does  not  address  any  of  the  problems 
surrounding  Palestinian  self-determination. 
It  is  not  difficult  to  see  that  Saddam  Hussein, 
the  man  who  systematically  gassed 
thousands  of  Kurds  during  the  Iran-Iraq  war, 
is  being  disingenuous  when  he  expresses 
concern  for  Palestinians.  However,  millions 
of  people  in  the  Middle  East  hinge  their 
hatred  of  Israel  on  the  lack  of  Palestinian 
autonomy.  Negotiation  is  the  only  peaceful 
way  to  defuse  the  situation. 

The  war  will  not  democratize  the  Middle 
East  or  bring  about  an  equitable  distribution 
of  wealth.  Nor  will  it  improve  the  social 
status  of  the  region’s  women,  Kurds  or 
queers  who  are  being  imprisoned,  tortured 
and  condemned  to  death.  Dialogue  among 
Middle  Eastern  people  must  commence; 
however,  because  our  government’s  only 
admitted  goal  is  to  prop  up  yet  another 
dictatorship,  any  hope  that  the  war  will  bring 
about  a  blossoming  of  dialogue  is  delusory. 

Few  would  argue  that  Iraq’s  annexation  of 
Kuwait  is  defensible.  But  is  the  war  any  more 
so?  We,  the  board  of  directors,  believe  not 
because  we  see  nothing  new  in  Bush’s  “new 
world  order.”  The  question  we  pose  to  you, 
queer  reader,  is  what  role  you  believe  you 
should  play  in  the  war.  Whatever  your 
decision,  please  feel  free  to  share  it  with 
GCN.  It  is  not  important  that  you  agree  with 
any  of  the  points  we  have  outlined.  What  is 
important  is  that  you  think  and  speak  up  in  as 
public  a  way  as  possible. 

The  board  of  directors  is  comprised  of  ten 
people  who  have  been  active  members  of 
GCN  and  the  lesbian/gay  community  for 
many  years.  Their  names  are  Gary  Daff.n, 
Harold  Duf our- Anderson,  Jim  Fauntleroy, 
Phil  Harper,  Jim  Kiely,  Ellen  Hendrix,  Ellie 
Margolis,  Catherine  Reid,  Julie  Rioux  and 
Frank  Strona. 


forward  to  working  with  all  of  you  upon  my 
release. 

With  lots  of  love  and  appreciation, 
Ricky  A.  Esto  216-810 
P.O.  Box, 5500 
Chillicothe,  Ohio  45601 

[Coordinating  Editor’s  note: 

We  look  forward  to  your  help  and 
welcome  all  those  that  feel  they  can 
contribute  to  GCN.] 

Dam-it  Dykes 

Dear  GCN: 

On  Sunday,  Jan  20  at  Campus/Man  Ray 
the  Dam-it  Dykes  handed  out  200  safer  sex 
packets  to  lesbian  and  bisexual  women.  Each 
packet  included  a  dental  dam,  latex  glove, 
condoms,  lube  and  a  safer  sex  pamphlet.  We 
also  handed  out  leaflets  and  stickers.  The 
response  was  terrific — women  were  curious, 
excited  and  interested. 

We  found  that  many  women  lacked  basic 
information  regarding  HIV  transmission  and 
safer  sex  practices.  Our  message  was  this: 
lesbians  get  AIDS,  lesbians  are  living  with 
AIDS,  and  lesbians  can  give  each  other  HIV. 

Because  there  is  not  a  priority  put  on  HIV 
transmission  between  women,  we  are  very 
thankful  for  the  support  we  received  from 
many  different  sources. 

We  would  like  to  thank  the  manager  and 
staff  of  Campus/Man  Ray  for  providing  a 
supportive  space  for  our  action. 

We  would  also  like  to  thank  Jack  Vondras 
and  Xandra  Negron  of  AIDS  Action  for  their 
consultation  and  supplies. 

Thirdly,  we  would  like  to  thank  Mindy 
Rubin  of  Project  Prevention,  part  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Health,  for  the 
generous  amount  of  condoms. 

Of  course,  we  must  also  thank  Queer 
Nation  for  financially  supporting  Dyke 
Nation  and  the  Dam-it  Dykes. 

And  a  very  special  thanks  goes  to 
Adrianna  Alty,  who  designed  and  edited  our 
safer  sex  pamphlet. 

There  is  very  little  research  about  woman- 
to-woman  transmission  of  HIV.  While  we 
recognize  that  lesbians  have  many  other 
health  care  concerns  (such  as  breast  cancer) 
we  also  know  that  the  epidemic  is  at  the 
women’s  community’s  doorstep.  Now  is  the 
time  to  reach  out  to  women  and  let  them 
know  that  safer  sex  is  a  healthy,  sexy  option. 

So  keep  an  eye  out  for  the  Dam-it  Dykes! 

Sincerely, 
Bridget  Snell 
Diane  Fagan 
Ellei  Rudolph 
for  the  Dam-it  Dykes 
Boston,  Mass. 
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sex  act  in  the  course  of  paying  for  sexual 
intercourse.  The  court  took  it  one  step  turther 
and  said  exposure  of  a  deadly  virus  to  the 
youths  was  grounds  for  an  exceptional 


CDC 
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could  be  taken,”  she  said,  "but  there’s  a  lot 
of  work  to  be  done.” 

The  social  cost 

David  Eng,  assistant  director  of 
communications  at  New  York’s  Gay  Men’s 
Health  Crisis  (GMHC),  said  that  GMHC  also 
pointed  out  that  guidelines  favoring  testing 
or  disclosure  could  potentially  decimate  the 
already-small  ranks  of  health  care  workers. 

In  particular,  Eng  told  GCN,  the  CDC’s 
emphasis  on  workers  instead  of  safety 
conditions  makes  no  sense  in  a  place  like 
New  York  City,  where  the  waiting  list  to  get 
into  some  emergency  rooms  is  as  long  as  10 
days.  A  GMHC  statement  at  the  meeting 
pointed  out  that  the  CDC  recently  cut  $1.5 
million  from  New  York  City’s  AIDS  budget, 
despite  the  organization’s  stated  concern 
with  the  control  of  disease. 

Like  others  who  attended  the  meeting, 
however,  Eng  said  he  simply  couldn’t  predict 
what  the  CDC  would  do  next.  He  estimated 
that  even  if  they  were  to  be  released,  new 
regulations  would  probably  not  be 
formulated  for  another  four  months.  As  for 
what  might  happen  then,  he  said,  “I  really 
have  no  idea.” 

— filed  from  Boston 

Farmer 

Continued  from  page  I 

prosecuting  attorney  aided  Blacklow  in  her 
reporting  efforts.  At  the  time,  he  said,  there 
was  a  high  level  of  AIDS  hysteria  and  fears 
of  sex  offenders,  and  the  prosecution  wanted 
“to  paint  Steve  as  a  dangerous  man  with 
AIDS,  and  a  child  molester.” 

Seven  months  after  Farmer’s  first  arrest, 
the  prosecutor’s  office  found  two  other 
teenage  prostitutes  who  testified  that  Farmer 
paid  them  for  sex  and  took  pictures  of  them. 
Fanner  was  arrested  again  on  similar  charges 
of  patronizing  and  exploiting  juveniles. 

According  to  Farmer,  the  political  climate 
in  which  his  second  trial  took  place  is  of 
crucial  importance  to  his  conviction.  At  the 
time  of  the  second  trial,  state  officials  were 
developing  AIDS  legislation  that  would 
include  provisions  for  mandatory  testing  and 
quarantine  of  people  with  HIV  or  AIDS. 
Also,  the  county  prosecutor,  Norm  Maleng, 
announced  his  candidacy  for  Republican 
governor.  “I  was  used  as  a  scapegoat,”  said 
Farmer.  “I  was  propped  up  and  grandstanded 
by  the  prosecution  for  their  own  political 
purposes.” 

‘Ignorance  and  hysteria* 

Sue  Docekal,  of  Seattle’s  Stonewall 
Committee  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights,  said 
she  agreed  that  Farmer  was  victimized  in  his 
trial  by  political  ambitions  on  the  parts  of  the 
prosecutor  and  other  government  officials. 
“Maleng  ran  on  a  ‘law  and  order’  and  ‘crack 
down  on  AIDS’  type  of  ticket,”  said 
Docekal,  adding,  “He  declared  that  he  would 
crack  down  on  criminals,  on  sex  offenders, 
and  on  AIDS.  The  level  of  ignorance  and 
hysteria  at  that  time  was  high  enough  that  he 
could  say  something  like  that.” 

Docekal  also  noted  that  the  HIV  testing 
and  quarantine  bill  was  being  considered  by 
the  state  House  at  the  time,  and  that  “the 
right  wing  was  fighting  hard  to  get  the 
legislation  passed.” 

During  Farmer’s  second  trial,  sex  was 
again  not  an  issue.  He  was  convicted  of 
patronizing  and  exploitation  of  juvenile 
prostitutes,  and,  according  to  his  attorney, 
“neither  of  these  charges  recognizes  sexual 
contact  to  have  occurred.” 

Farmer’s  HIV  status  was  also  never 
mentioned  during  the  course  of  the  trial. 
“The  AIDS  issue  only  came  up  during  the 
sentencing,  said  Farmer,  “and  [the 
prosecution]  turned  the  sentencing  into  a 
two-day  mini-trial.”  After  Farmer’s 
conviction,  Rebecca  Roe,  the  prosecuting 
attorney,  announced  that  she  would  use 
Farmer’s  HTV  status  to  seek  an  exceptional 
punishment  of  10  years  for  his  crimes. 

According  to  Dan  Satterberg,  chief  of  staff 
at  the  King  County  prosecutor’s  office, 
presumptive  sentencing  for  such  a  crime 
such  as  Farmer’s  would  normally  have  been 
in  the  range  of  31  to  41  months.  Satterberg 
told  GCN  that  Roe  felt  that  Farmer  had 
“willingly  exposed  minors  to  the  HIV  virus 
without  regard  to  their  welfare,”  and  such 
actions  constitute  “deliberate  cruelty  during 
the  commission  of  a  crime.” 

When  asked  why  the  prosecutor 
introduced  HI  V  status  into  a  conviction  that 
did  not  involve  a  sex  crime,  Satterberg 
responded,  “I  think  that  patronizing  a 
juvenile  prostitute  intrinsically  involves  a 


sentence. 

Nussbaum,  Farmer’s  attorney,  said 
that  the  prosecutor  requested  the  HIV  test 
because  “the  state  was  concerned  that  their 
two  witnesses  [who  said  Farmer  had  told 
them  about  his  HIV  status]  were  not 
competent  enough  to  support  the  demand  for 
an  exceptional  sentence.”  She  told  GCN  that 
there  were  “major  questions  about  the  two 
witness’s  credibility,"  and  that,  “the  court 
would  not  have  ordered  something  so  drastic 
if  it  had  believed  their  testimony.” 

‘A  political  hot  potato’ 

Nussbaum  said  that  she  was  extremely 
disappointed  with  the  Supreme  Court’s 
ruling,  and  that  she  does  not  believe  the 
court  adequately  reviewed  either  the  case  or 
her  appeal  briefs.  “This  case  was  a  political 
hot  potato,  and  the  judges  were  not  going  to 
give  it  the  benefit  of  legal  analysis,”  said 
Nussbaum,  adding,  “I  feel  personally 
betrayed  by  the  court.  I  have  always  assured 
my  clients  that  the  court  will  withdraw  itself 
from  public  emotion  when  reviewing  cases. 
In  this  one  it  didn’t.” 

Nussbaum  and  Fanner  plan  to  request  a 
case  reconsideration  by  the  Supreme  Court. 
“The  only  hope  I  have  now  is  to  shine  the 
spotlight  on  this  case  to  shame  the  court  into 
reconsidering  their  decision,”  said  Farmer. 

Farmer  said  that  he  views  his  extended 
prison  sentence  as  a  “death  sentence.”  He 
said  he  is  outraged  by  the  attitude  of  the  state 
that  says,  “He’s  a  queer  pervert  with  the 
AIDS  virus  so  he  should  be  locked  up.” 

“My  crime  was  paying  money  and  being 
kinky,”  said  Farmer.  “Do  I  deserve  eight 
years  in  prison  for  this?” 

—filed  from  Boston 

Norplant 

Continued  from  page  3 

use  Norplant  as  a  means  of  family  planning 
and  gaining  control  over  their  own  lives,” 
said  Bailey,  of  Women  of  Color  for 
Reproductive  Rights.  “But  with  the  racism 
and  the  past  history  of  sterilization  in  this 
country,  there  is  too  much  danger.” 

Bailey  told  GCN  that  the  surgical  aspect  of 
Norplant  gives  physicians  and  the  courts  too 
much  power,  and  that  the  coercive  tactics 
used  in  California  and  Kansas  are  just  a 
beginning. 

Similarly,  Scott  of  the  National  Black 
Women’s  Health  Network,  said  there  are 
many  troubling  issues  surrounding  the 
“punitive  and  coercive”  potential  of 
Norplant.  In  light  of  the  economic,  political, 
and  medical  problems  associated  with 
Norplant,  she  said,  women’s  health 
organizations  should  be  cautious  in  their 
optimism  about  the  new  drug. 

“I  am  interested  in  women  having  choices, 
but  [Norplant]  has  serious  problems,  and  we 
can’t  stick  our  neck  in  the  sand  over  them,” 
concluded  Scott.  “We  need  to  join  together 
to  find  a  safe  and  effective  method  that  is  fair 
for  all  women.” 

— filed  from  Boston 

Betak 

Continued  from  page  3 

the  attention  it  needed  to  prod  the  state  into 
action. 

During  the  occupation,  ACT  UP  member 
Kiyoshi  Kuromiya  told  GCN  that  he  was 
pleased  with  the  support  that  the  second 
takeover  had  received.  “It’s  an  important 
enough  issue  that  despite  our  tactics  — 
which  are  desperate  tactics  at  this  point  — 
we  have  been  offered  food,  money,  and 
moral  support,”  said  Kuromiya. 

Whereas  only  ACT  UP  members  occupied 
Betak  in  October,  Kuromiya  said,  this  time 
they  had  been  joined  by  several  people  with 
AIDS,  for  whom  activists  were  caring. 
Thanks  to  a  host  of  volunteers,  Kuromiya 
said,  Betak  briefly  provided  “meals,  support 
services,  case  management,  home  delivery 
[of  various  services],  housekeeping,  and  a 
buddy  system. 

“It’s  an  experiment  in  self-nursing  care,” 
he  said  at  the  time. 

The  next  day,  after  police  evicted  activists, 
Kuromiya  said,  “We  leave  in  sadness  and 
anger,”  but  also  “in  concern  for  the  health 
and  safety”  of  those  among  them  with  AIDS. 

“Betak  is  closed,”  he  said. 

— filed  from  Boston 
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•  Individual  •  Group  •  Couple 


Allan  Singer  L.I.C.S.W. 

Psychotherapist 

Copley  Sq.  Boston,  MA  (617)  266-2240 

Health  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


(617)734-6996  Insurance  Accepted 

day,  eve,  weekend  hours 

Stephen  J.  Golburgh  ED.D. 

LICENSED  PSYCHOLOGIST 


SEXUAL  DISFUNCTIONS  •  GENDER/ 
IDENTITY  •  CHILDREN  OF  ALCOHOLICS  • 
FEARS/PHOBIAS  •  STRESS-RELATED  ILLNESS  • 
ANXIETY/DEPRESSION  •  SPEECH  ANXIETY/ 
STUTTERING  •  ADDICTION5/12  STEPS 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  •  INDIVIDUALS  •  COUPLES 
364  Harvard  Street.  •  Brookline,  MA  •  02146 
( near  Coolidge  Corner) 


Womencrafts 


"Out  of  the  Alley  and  onto  the  Street" 
Our  New  Home  376  Commercial  St. 
(comer/Pearl)  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
508-487-2501 
Still  Your  One  Stop  for 
Jewelry,  Books,  Music  &  More  ! 


HEALING  SERVICES 


FOR  ALL  AFFECTED  BY  AIDS 

For  persons  with  AIDS 
For  their  family  and  friends 
For  those  in  the  healing  professions 
For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 
For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 
For  all  who  seek  God's  healing  power 

Next  Service: 

March  12  •  7:30  PM 
Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church 

1151  Mass.  Ave  •  Cambridge 
Sponsored  by 

Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS 
For  more  information 
(617)  628-7665 


If  you  are  a  Woman  in 
Business  you  belong  in... 

THE  WOMEN'S 
YELLOW  PAGES 

a  directory  of  Women's  Businesses  and  Services 


call  for  information  or  FAX  your  request 
(617)  383-2312  •  (617)  383-2371 

P.O.  Box  795  •  North  Scituate,  MA  02060 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 

581  Boyiston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

LICENSED  PSYCHOLOGIST 

Anxiety  ■  Phobias  *  Stress 

1131  Beacon  St.  Suite  1 
Brookline,  Ma.  02146 
(617)  734-5779 


VIDA  K.  BERK0WITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


THE 

BEAN 


FOR  WOMEN 

Sunapee  Region 
New  Hampshire 
(603)  456-3144 


Fie  Bean  Goose  (ben  goos)  1  .a  bed  and  breakfast 
inn  offering  country  charm.  2.  a  vacation  or 
weekend  retreat  in  lake  and  mountain  region.  3. 
elegant  iinens,  antiques  and  gourmet  breakfasts... 

MASTERCARD  &  VISA 

90  minutes  from  Boston 


SKI  X  AND  SLOPE 
PRIVATE  BATHS 
SWIMMING  POOL 
TAVERN  ROOM 
JACUZZI 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund 

•  Barbara  Macy 

•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 
Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  • 
Domestic  Relationships  •  Discrimination 
•  Probate  of  Estates  •  Driving  Under  the 
Influence  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation*  General  Pracitice  of  Law  •  . 
Condo  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  266-0760 


COMPUTER  HELP 

■  software  ■  hardware  ■  networks 
■  maintenance  ■  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating 
small  business  practices  and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control.  We 
are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give 
your  needs  personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty-five 
years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help 
you  achieve  that  goal. 

HOSKEN  AND  ASSOCIATES 

8  Hillside  Street  ■  Boston,  Massachusetts  ■  02120 
John  Hosken  (61  7)  445-8130  ■  FAX  (61  7)  442-6439 


■ 

S&CJ 

SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 

888  WASHINGTON  ST. 

DEDHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02026 
(617)  461-0098S 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 


Healthy  tee 
they  're  a 
team  effort 


1 259  Hyde  Parts  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  M A  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Monday  -  Saturday  &  Evenings 


In  our  6th  Year  as  greater  Boston's  First  Gay  &.  Lesbian 


Owned,  Staffed  &  Operated  Body  Shop 

OFFERING  SPECIALIZING  IN 

■  Small  Shop  Personalization  ■  Custom  Painting 

■  Completed  on  Chassis  Restoration  ■  Euro-Sport  Look 

■  Return  of  Damaged  Parts  ■  Classic  &  Antique  Cars 

■  Late-model  Rental  Availablity  ■  Japanese,  German  & 

■  On-staff  Licensed  Appraiser  Scandinavian  Finishes 

■  Free  Follow-up  Service 


106  Washington  Street,  Dedham,  MA  •  320-9835, 320-9836,  320-9837 
1  Block  from  Dedham  Mall  •  8am-6pm  Monday  -  Friday,  Saturday  by  appointment 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


_ FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT _ 

SOMERVILLE,  MASSACHUSETTS  02144  «  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


Proofreaders 

We  are  looking  for  proofreaders  for  Wednesday  nights.  If  you  are 
interested  in  proofreading  or  any  of  the  other  exciting  volunteer 
opportunities  available  at  Cay  Community  News  please  call  426-4469. 
You  could  also  stop  by  our  convenient  Back  Bay  office  in  person. 

GCN  •  62  Berkeley  Street  •  Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 


The  history  of  Fag  Rag  (part  2) 

The  political  and  technological  revolutions  that  helped  to  shape 
a  classic  underground  publication 


See  GCN,  Vol.  18,  no.  32,  for  "The  History 
of  Fag  Rag,  Part  l,"  a  look  at  the  early  years 
of  the  anarcho-counter  culture  publication. 

By  Charlie  Shively 

In  June,  197 3,  Boston's  Gay  Community 
News  was  founded.  It  relieved  Fag  Rag  of 
having  to  produce  “Street  Sheet” — a 
mimeographed  supplement  newsletter 
that  answered  reader  requests  for  regularity 
—  of  having  to  come  out  every  week.  The 
two  projects  came  to  complement  each  other. 

I  myself  have  participated  in  GCN  from 
the  beginning.  I  helped  edit  some  articles  and 
wrote  for  the  paper  as  early  as  its  second 
issue.  In  1974,  Fag  Rag  and  GCN  rented 
offices  with  some  other  gay  groups  (an 
archives,  a  distribution  agency  and  campaign 
offices  for  Elaine  Noble).  But  while  the  other 
groups  soon  separated,  Fag  Rag  and  GCN 
have  continued  to  share  space. 

The  two  groups  did  not  always  see  eye  to 
eye;  a  paroled  prisoner  had,  in  fact,  built  a 
wall  between  the  two.  In  one  squabble  over 
religion  and  heterosexuals,  GCN  objected  to 
our  slogans  on  the  wall:  “God  is  Dead  Now 
Let’s  Kill  the  M.C.C.”  (written  by  a  graduate 
of  Harvard  Divinity  School)  and  “Two,  Four, 
Six,  Eight:  Kill  a  Straight  and  Masturbate.” 
They  scribbled  words  like  “infantile”  across 
our  part  of  the  office.  The  GCN  collective 
met  and  voted  whether  an  apology  should  be 
demanded  or  whether  Fag  Rag  should  be 
expelled  at  once.  The  vote  ended  in  a  tie;  we 
didn’t  apologize  but  we  did  cover  our  own 
and  their  graffiti  with  copies  of  Fag  Rag. 
GCN  responded  by  putting  copies  of  their 
own  paper  on  the  wall. 

But  time  and  common  oppression  brought 
GCN  and  Fag  Rag  closer  together.  During 
the  June  1982  Gay  Pride  activities,  Fag  Rag, 
under  Tom  Reeves’  leadership,  led  a  march 
on  Boston  Police  headquarters  calling  for  the 
immediate  abolition  of  the  vice  squad.  A 
month  later  our  offices  were  mysteriously 
torched.  Federal  investigators  took  part  of  the 
floor  to  Washington  for  study  but  could  only 
conclude  there  was  no  evidence.... 

The  1982  fire  certainly  brought  us  all 
closer  together.  Glad  Day  Bookstore,  GCN 
and  Fag  Rag  received  an  outflowing  of  good 
will  and  community  support.  With  money 
raised,  new  office  space  was  found;  new 
equipment  acquired.  At  a  fund  raising  and 
information  meeting  at  the  Arlington  Street 
Community  Church,  the  charred  issue  of  Fag 
Rag  #2  with  a  flaming  faggot  on  the  cover 
was  hung  over  the  altar. 

Further  separations 

Fag  Rag  has  separated  itself  from  both  the 
rest  of  society  and  from  the  mainstream  of 
the  gay  community  in  at  least  two  ways — its 
commitments  to  poetry  and  the  celebration  of 
man-boy  love.  The  Gay  Liberation  Front 
(GLF)  began  the  Good  Gay  Poets  group, 
which  first  published  Aaron  Shurin’s 
“Exorcism  of  die  Straight  Man/Demon.”  The 
original  Good  Gay  Poets  group  included 
Aaron  Shurin,  Ron  Schreiber,  myself,  David 
Eberly,  Charles  River  and  John  LaPorta. 
Collectively,  the  Good  Gay  Poets  laid  out 
poetry  pages  in  Fag  Rag  #3  &  #4.  Poets 


Salvatore  Farinella,  David  Emerson  Smith, 
and  Freddie  Greenfield  helped  extend  gay 
male  poetry  far  beyond  the  ordinary. 

From  the  beginning,  Fag  Rag  supported 
sexual  freedom  for  people  of  all  ages.  In 
1977,  Anita  Bryant  led  a  campaign  against 
the  sexuality  of  children  and  defeated  a  Dade 
County  ordinance  granting  human  rights  to 
homosexuals  of  any  age.  Heterosexuals  and 
many  straight-identified  homosexuals 
suddenly  turned  to  identify  an  age  of  consent 
for  sexual  freedom  that  would  exclude 
people  younger  than  themselves.  Tom 
Reeves  (whose  “Red  and  Gay”  was 
published  in  Fag  Rag  #6)  led  the  battle  in 
Boston  against  a  local  D.A.,  whose  Anita 
Bryant-like  witchhunt  that  brought  about  the 
formation  of  the  Boston-Boise  Committee. 
(It's  name  came  from  the  famous  campaign 
against  alleged  intragenerational  sex  in 
Boise,  Idaho,  in  the  early  1960s.)  Out  of  that 
committee,  the  Gay  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  (GLAD)  and  the  National 
Man/Boy  Love  Association  (NAMBLA) 
were  founded. 

Within  Fag  Rag,  an  anarchist  commitment 
to  having  everyone  participate  in  every  part 
of  the  paper  led  to  many  battles  between  the 
more  “professional”  and  the  more  “amateur.” 
This  process  among  ourselves  has  been  as 
critical  to  us  as  our  public  presentations,  our 
poetry  or  our  struggles  against  a  repressed 
and  repressing  society. 

The  "professional"  side  has  wanted  Fag 
Rag  to  be  better  organized,  to  publish  more 
regularly,  to  have  an  office  and  to  do  the 
other  things  expected  of  a  journal. 
“Professionalism”  also  involved  the  kind  of 
writing  that  gets  published;  the  search  is  for 
“high  quality”  writing;  no  half-digested, 
sloppy,  lackadaisical  work  that  would  be 
rejected  if  we  did  not  know  the  author.  The 
professional  also  seeks  “brand  names”  like 
Gore  Vidal  or  W.H.  Auden.  Such  names 
inevitably  sell  papers  because  they  are 
known,  and  people  want  to  know  more  about 
celebrities. 

The  "amateur"  side  argues  that  the  people 
writing  the  paper  are  more  important  than 
any  consumers  or  audience.  They  would 
destroy  the  dividing  lines  between  author, 
publisher  and  reader.  The  amateur  thinks 
only  intermittently  about  continuity;  today 
I’m  working  on  the  paper,  but  if  Alaska  or 
Bolivia  strikes  my  fancy  tomorrow,  I’ll  be 
off.  Freedom  means  not  only  getting  away 
from  established  society  but  also  not 
reduplicating  that  society’s  values  within  the 
counterculture.  In  writing,  the  amateur  tends 
to  believe  not  only  “first  thovgl  t  best 
thought”  but  also  that  everything  submitted 
must  be  printed — word  for  word. 

When  Fag  Rag  started,  most  of  us  1  ad  had 
little  experience  with  publications —  except 
as  passive  readers.  Some  of  us  had  training 
here  and  there  (mimeography,  photography, 
typing),  which  we  shared.  Allen  Young,  who 
worked  on  several  issues  after  #2,  brought  a 
wealth  of  experience  from  the  Liberation 
News  Service  and  his  training  at  the 
Columbia  School  of  Journalism.  But  Fag 
Rag  has  been  a  virtual  school  of  gay  male 
journalism  for  all  of  us  on  the  paper.  We  have 

Continued  on  page  9 
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It  all  adds  up 


The  Sum  of  Us  is  an  Off-Broadway  examination  of  a  gay 
man  and  his  very  understanding  father 


By  Walta  Borawski 

ou  are  a  gay  man  sitting  on  the  living 
room  sofa  and  your  date,  Greg,  has 
agreed  it’s  time  to  kiss.  You  lean  into 
each  other  and  make  contact,  when 
your  father  comes  in,  wearing  his  bathrobe. 
He’s  not  at  all  upset;  he’s  merely  come 
through  for  a  beer.  He  gets  it,  sits  down,  and 
begins  screening  Greg  to  make  sure  he’s  the 
man  for  you. 

This  may  be  the-  fantasy  of  many  family- 
ostracized  gay  people,  but  it  is  the  normal 
situation  in  the  warm  household  created  by 
David  Stevens  in  his  play  The  Sum  Of  Us. 
It’s  the  story  of  a  butch  professional 
plumber/amateur  football  player  (played  by 
Neil  Maffin)  named  Jeff  who  shares  a  small 
apartment  with  his  widowed  father.  The  pair 
has  comprised  a  household  since  the  death  of 
Jeff’s  mother  many  years  before.  In  asides 
directed  at  the  audience,  the  father  and  son 
(and  their  respective  potential  lovers)  tell  us 
what’s  really  going  on  in  their  heads.  In 
relation  to  each  other  on  stage,  they  move 
deftly  through  situations  that  are  not  unlike  a 
well-written  television  sitcom,  one  set  in 
Footscray,  an  industrial  suburb  of  Melbome, 
Australia. 

The  father,  who  insists  Greg  call  him 
Harry — or  Dad — is  played  beautifully  by 
Richard  Venture,  who  PBS  viewers  will 
recognize  as  Richard  Thomas’s  father  in 
Terrence  McNally’s  Andre's  Mother.  In  that 
melodrama.  Venture’s  son  had  to  explain 
why  a  soprano  was  singing  “L’amero,  saro 
costante”  from  II  re  Pastore.  In  The  Sum  of 
Us,  Venture  plays  a  father  who  long  ago  took 
his  son’s  lifestyle  by  the  horns. 

The  father  has  gone  pub  crawling  with 
Jeff,  preferred  a  bar  called  The  Pretty  to  the 
one  called  The  Barracks,  which  he  found 
"rather  aggressive”  although  he  enjoyed  his 
encounter  there  with  two  men  who  called 
him  Harriet.  “I  told  them  that  I  never  liked 
the  name  Harriet,”  he  says.  “I  told  them  it 
was  inappropriate,  and  that  they  should  call 
me  Henrietta.  From  then  on  it  was  ‘Up  yours, 
Henrietta.’” 

Harry  has  bought  porno  magazines  so  he 
can  have  an  idea  of  what  Jeff  does  with  his 
dates,  and  he’s  bought  a  safe  sex  manual  that 
he  leaves  on  the  coffee  table  in  hopes  they’ll 
do  it  safely.  No  subject  is  taboo  in  this 
household.  Not  that  it’s  made  Jeff  a  free 
spirit  He’s  glad  he  had  to  hide  nothing  from 
his  dad,  but  he  has  little  to  hide.  Although 
physically  attractive,  he  has  a  shyness  that 
seems  to  stem  from  a  weak  self  image. 

Jeff  has  accepted  this  state  and  is  more  or 
less  content  regularly  drinking  beer  and 
Scotch  (and  occasionally  smoking  a  joint) 
with  his  father.  Dad  partakes  of  “Jeff’s  funny 
tobacco”  but  labels  it  a  crutch.  He  is  very 
verbose  about  his  preference  that  Jeff  go  out 
more  and  get  a  life,  or  at  the  very  least,  a 


lover.  The  father  had  been  very  happy  with 
Jeff’s  mother,  and  would  like  another  woman 
lover  for  himself  almost  as  much  as  he  wants 
a  male  lover  for  Jeff. 

Unfortunately,  the  father/son  intimacy 
turns  their  respective  would-be  lovers  off. 
The  father  subscribes  to  the  Desiree  Dating 
Service  (“They  have  them  for  blokes,  too,” 
he  tells  Jeff),  and  meets  Joyce  (played  by 
Phyllis  Somerville),  who  is  quite  pleased 
with  him  until  she  chances  upon  the 
male/male  porno  mags  in  the  living  room. 

Having  not  yet  met  Jeff,  she  opts  out  of  the 
relationship  with  his  father — partly  because 
she  is  homophobic  to  the  point  of  panic,  and 
partly  because  she  feels  dad  has  lied  to  her 
by  not  telling  her  early  on  that  his  son  is  gay. 

Jeff’s  boyfriend  (played  by  Matthew 
Ryan)  has  his  own  qualms  about  Jeff’s  Dad. 
He  obviously  feels  the  man  has  gone  too  far 
in  accepting  Jeff’s  gayness,  and  the  father 
and  son  teasing  playfulness  makes  Greg  feel 
“dirty”  and  guilty.  He  has  never  come  out  to 
his  own  parents,  and  suspects  that  if  he  did, 
the  results  would  be  horrible. 

The  father  is  drawn  to  Greg  because  Greg 
is  a  gardener  with  a  vision — he  wants  to 
plant  a  forest.  Jeff  is  drawn  to  Greg  because, 
though  he’s  “a  bit  slim  in  the  butt”  he  has  a 
great  legs  and  a  face  that  Jeff  sees  as  “classy” 
(he  is  very  pretty). 

But  the  father  has  a  skeleton  in  his  closet, 
which  may  account  for  the  fervor  with  which 
he  has  embraced  his  son’s  life.  After  the 
death  of  his  own  father,  his  mother  took  up 
with  a  woman  of  the  service  class,  named 
Mary,  with  whom  she  shared  a  large  brass 
bed  for  the  next  40  years.  But  when  she  and 
Mary  became  infirm,  the  family — including 
this  open-minded  father — separated  the  two 
women,  the  mother  to  the  son’s  home,  Mary 
to  a  nursing  home.  The  father  is  haunted  by 
what  the  two  women  might  have  said  to  each 
other  their  final  night  in  the  brass  bed.  The 
father  has  a  great  interest  in  final  words,  and 
he  goes  into  poetic  flights  of  fancy 
remembering  the  two  women  sitting  in  their 
living  room,  having  been  packed  for  hours, 
Mary  heavily  but  silently  crying,  waiting  to 
see  what  comes  next.  They  were  each  dead  in 
three  months. 

The  Sum  of  Us  might  be  too  pat  for  some, 
but  the  level  of  acting,  the  intimacy  afforded 
by  the  small  space  of  the  Cherry  Lane 
Theatre,  is  totally  spellbinding.  If  you  can  go 
to  see  it,  bring  a  handkerchief,  or  three.  It 
seems  that  many  of  us,  when  encountering  a 
situation  where  we  are  appreciated  instead  of 
tolerated  or  rejected  or  ignored  altogether, 
get  misty  or  even  hysterical.  I  personally  was 
grateful  for  the  opportunity  to  laugh  and  cry 
among  sisters  and  brothers  and,  oh  yes, 
definitely  Dad.  He  probably  would  have 
called  me  “nancy,”  but  the  tone  in  his  voice 
would  have  been  exactly  right.  □ 
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ACCOMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerty  Road 
Boston.  M  A  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  M  A  021 1 5 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 

Route  9A 

Spolford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUTO  BODY 

Did  you  know  you  are  not 
required  to  have  your  car 
repaired  at  an  insurance 
recommended  repair  shop? 
JACK'S  AUTOBOOY 
guarantees  all  work  lor  2 
years.  Come  see  us  for  all  of 
your  auto  needs  (61 7)  320- 
9835, 9-6  M-F 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge.  MA 

(617)868-3392 

T,  W,  F.  Sat:  10-6,  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  -Parts  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 


BUSINESS 

WORLDWIDE  BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY  CENTR 
David  T.  Leo 

Tired  of  diacrimination? 
Break  out  nowl  Ownership  of 
a  successful  business  is  the 
key.  (61 7)  259-9836  or 
1-800-902-7700 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR  RITA  L  FIELD, 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)628-9547 

Da  JONATHAN  STBN 

375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-669-8629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  References  - 
I  do  windowsl 

CLEAN  SWEEP 
Residential  cleaning 
Carrbridge/Somerville  . 
References  available 
(617)  623-0266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 

General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  References 
Bonded,  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 


COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Netwoiks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 

(61 7)  445-8130  Anytime 

RON'S  HYPEHTYPER 

Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 

COUNSELING 

EATING  DISORDERS 
VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.Ed.  Anorexia,  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 

M.D.,  PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

FOUNDATIONS 
Newton  Centre,Tlm  Rodden, 
MDiv  -  547-5338,  Merit 
Crosby,  MDiv  -  944-3341 , 

Gay  affirmative  Pastoral 
counseling/  Psychotherapy 

DEBRA  a  TRUSKINOFF, 
UCSW 

Indiv,  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame, 
Incest,  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1553 

FRAMNGHAM 

COUNSELING 

COLLABORATIVE 

254A  Cochituate  Rd.  Rte.  30 
Framingham,  MA  01701 
(508)  626-01 33 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Malison,  UCSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  UCSW 
(508)  475-6950 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St.,  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men.  Individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY,  UCSW 

Ken  more  Healing  Arts 
(617)267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HIV/  AIDS 
Issues,  gay/lesblan  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted,  Fees 
Negotiable 

TAPESTRY,  INC 
20  Sacramento  St. 
CArribridge,  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 

60  1/2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

WOMEN'S  COUNSEUNG 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROIPEN 
DR  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1 259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

DR  JOHN  BARNA 


581  Boylston  St.  4th  floor 
Boston,  MA  021 99 
(617)353-1500 

ELECTRICIANS 

ELECTRICAL  WIRING  & 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA 

Peabody,  MA.  24-hr.  sendee 
1-800-383-2978 
MA  DC#  A7299  •  NH  lie#  3697 
ME  lic#3269  D/B/A  P.Walach 


FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)  926-4289 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 

DESKTOP 

PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PU BUSHING  SERVICE 

62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 

call  Wayne:  (617)  353-1925 

Adrianna  :  (617)  426-4469 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St.,  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  9-5  Wed.-Fri. 
9-9  Walk-In  or  appt.  247-0202 


LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  R 
MCKELSON 

8  Faneull  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  FL  Loft 
Boston,  MA  (617)  367-0414 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 

Full  Service  Brokerage: 
Midge  Batelle,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  021 30 
(617)  522-0020 

PLEASANT  REALTY 

713  Centre  St. 

Boston ,  MA  02130 

(617)  522-4600 

Trisha  Solio,  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AMT1KVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  926-2536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St.  in 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 


(617)426-4469 


HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122,  M-Th,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Havlland  St.,  Boston.  MA 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic:  267-7573) 

&  93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  (Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 

STD  dinic  for  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)436-7588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
A  gay  physician  specializing 
In  health  care  for  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Columbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  spedal  occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLLINS,  CLU 

Congress  St.,  PO  Box  1762 
Boston.  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  from  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner-author-film/ 
oomm'18  actor.  Free  brochure 
&  Introductory  session. 
Cambridge/  Boston 
(617)863-8448 


CRONES'  HARVEST 

761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  M  A  02130 
(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  10-7,  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/ AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  M A  02109 
(617)523-1060 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert.  Finandal  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130  (617)  524-7565 

WHOLISTIC 

HEALTH 

SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupundure,  Chiropractic, 
Massage  &  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  (617)  267-0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 

PTOWN'S  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 

Private  baths,  Fireplaces,  Full 
breakfast,  Cottages,  1  block 
to  beach,  5  min  wak  to  shops 
(508)487-1616 


WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  •  A  Club  for  Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200  Th.4,  PM-2 
AM.  F  4  PM-2  AM,  Sat.  9  PM 
2  AM,  Sun.  9  PM-1  AM 


To  get  your  listing 
In  the  Community 
Guide  call  Trlxl  at 


TURN  TO  PAGE  4  AND  FILL  OUT  THE  EASY  TO  USE  SUBSCIPTION 
FORM.  WE  ACCEPT  VISA  AND  MASTERCARD. 
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She  Who  Loughs,  Lasts! 

A^tllt%IB  NIGHT  OF  WOMEN'S  COMEDY!  _ 


Saturday,  March  16, 1991  8pm 

Blackman  Auditorium,  Northeastern  Univ., 

Ell  Bldg.,  360  Huntington  Ave.,  on  the  Green  Line 


¥ 


Box  Office:  NuArts  Ticket  Center,  560  Huntington  Ave. 

open  m-f,  12-6  pm,  or  charge  tkts.  by  phone,  437-2217  i$i  fee/order) 

Mail  orders:  Check  or  money  order  and  SASE  to: 

Sojourner  Tickets,  42  seavems  Ave:,  J.P.,  MA  02130 


Tickets  also  available  at  these  locations:  New  words.  Crones'  Harvest, 
Clad  Day,  Sandy's  Music,  Wood  and  strings,  Out  of  Town  Tickets, 
and  through  ConcertCharge  (617)  497-1118 

Call  sojourner  for  more  Info:  <6171 524-0415 

$13.50  in  advance  $14.50  at  the  door 
All  seats  Reserved  Order  Early! 


Mil 


ASL  interpreting  by  Alice  Harrlgan  and  Joan  wattman 
Special  seating  available  by  request  through  box  office. 
For  TTY,  use  Mass.  Relay  1-800  855-1155. 


A  very  special  event  celebrating  sojourner  s  15th  year  of  feminist  publishing 
and  the  10th  anniversary  of  women's  Studies  at  Northeastern  university. 


IF  THE  TWO  OF  YOU  DISAGREE  ABOUT 
THE  DECISION  TO  HAVE  A  CHILD... 

The  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  is  offering  a 
twelve-week  therapy  group  beginning  in  March  for: 

LESBIAN  COUPLES 
CONSIDERING  PARENTING 

The  group  will  deal  with  issues  that  arise  for  couples  who  disagree 
on  the  decision  to  have  a  child.  We  will  look  at  each  woman's 
individual  struggle  and  the  struggle  within  the  context  of  the  couple. 

Call  Ann  at  617-267-0900 
for  more  information  and  screening  appointment 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


Fag  Rag 

Continued  from  page  7 


learned  from  people  like  Allen  who  have 
shared  what  they  loiow  about  publishing.  We 
have  emphatically  tried  to  have  everyone 
leam  to  share  and  do  all  tasks.  Of  course,  in 
the  rush  of  typing,  layout  and  printing, 
someone  with  accumulated  skills  might  have 
to  do  more. 

We  have  never  solved  the  problem  of 
unequal  experience.  The  untrained  often 
don’t  want  to  leam  any  of  the  accumulated 
wisdom  about  layout,  writing,  typing,  etc. 
Everyone  seems  eager  to  be  an  “editor” 
(more  often  the  editor);  that  is,  make 
decisions  about  what  should  be  printed  and 
how  the  paper  should  be  run.  But  when  it 
comes  to  shit  work,  there  are  always  some 
people  off  dancing.  The  trained  often  hoard 
their  skills  and  enjoy  the  leverage  they  gain 
over  the  unskilled. 

In  writing,  for  instance,  verbal  ability  is  a 
tremendous  asset  in  getting  along.  Every 
middle  class  child  learns  verbiage  early  and 
relatively  easily;  other  children  acquire 
literacy  only  through  a  struggle.  Being 
inarticulate  is  a  social  condition  in  the  United 
States.  I  know  this  first  hand,  since  my  father 
did  not  read  or  write  and  my  mother  only 
finished  grammar  school.  But  I  have  also 
learned  that  writing  is  no  magic  gift  of  the 
gods;  given  usually  to  the  rich  and  well  bom, 
it  is  a  learned,  communicable  technique. 
(What  a  paradox:  they  tell  us  that  the  art  of 
communication  is  incommunicable!) 

Editing  then  raises  problems.  Some 
articles  need  rewriting,  need  cutting,  need 
criticism,  need  help.  How  can  that  be  done 
without  the  sheer  exercise  of  power?  A  poem 
comes  in  from  a  pubescent  boy,  touching  and 
beautiful,  but  ends  disastrously  in  defining 
his  gayness  by  exclaiming,  “at  least  I’m  not  a 
cimt.”  In  a  “professional”  journal,  a  secretary 
(a  position  Fag  Rag  called  “corresponding 
person”)  just  mails  out  a  preprinted  rejection 
slip  and  that’s  it  But  literary  rejection  is  just 
as  painful  and  horrifying  as  sexual  rejection. 
And  some  of  the  same  games  are  played  in 
literature  as  in  cruising  places.  Somebody 
personally  explained  to  the  youth  why  being 
a  faggot  did  not  necessarily  mean  hating 
cunts,  but  our  cutting  his  poem  couldn’t  help 
but  increase  his  castration  anxieties. 

What  we  have  yet  to  create  is  a  “gay”  or 
“faggot”  style  of  writing.  We  might  be  able 
to  finger  some  writing  as  alienating, 
academic,  straight,  impersonal  and 
boring — but  we  still  lack  a  common  style, 
medium,  vocabulary  or  even  literature.  There 
is  the  Queen’s  Vernacular  but  much  of  that  is 
more  an  affectation  of  a  saloon  or  salon 
society  than  a  literature.  Is  it  a  first  step  in  a 
new  direction?  Or  only  false  consciousness? 
Perhaps  the  post-modem  condition  allows  no 
common  language  to  anyone?  But  that 
condition  rapidly  eradicates  any  and  all 
vernacular  (except  perhaps  that  of  the 
academics). 

Editorial  decisions  have  never  been  easy; 
we  have  always  tried  for  the  anarchist  ideal 
of  universal  consensus.  One  trial  came  over 
printing  an  interview  with  Gore  Vidal.  In  a 
heated  meeting  over  the  article  someone  got 
so  overworked  that  he  vomited.  The 
interview  ran  with  a  summary  statement  of 
misgivings  about  some  of  its  contents.  Less 
easily  resolved  was  an  issue  over  some  of  the 
arguments  derived  from  Michel  Foucault  that 
“homosexuals”  and  “homosexuality”  were 
only  recently  invented.  Although  I  wanted  to 
print  an  article  by  a  Fag  flagger  who  had 


attended  the  master’s  lectures  in  Paris,  the 
group  rejected  it  and  the  author  left. 
Eventually,  in  Fag  Rag  #29,  Mike  Riegle  and 
Giles  Barbedette  translated  from  the  French 
magazine  Le  Gai  Pied ,  #1  (April,  1979) 
Foucault’s  “The  Simplest  of  Pleasures 
[suicide].”  The  French  celebrity’s  article 
sparkles  with  a  wonderful  irony  and  wit, 
quite  alien  to  his  many  Anglophone 
imitators. 

Technological  revolution 

Typesetting  underwent  a  revolution 
parallel  to  gay  liberation;  the  connections 
between  the  easy  access  to  mass  production 
printing  and  the  '60s  movements  are 
intimate.  Without  mimeograph,  xerox,  and 
photographic  negatives  for  printing  plates, 
the  underground  press  would  have  been  very 
different.  The  changes  in  production  between 
1970  and  1990  have  been  awesome. 

Since  1453  when  movable  type  was 
invented,  type  was  set  by  hand.  Since  1886, 
newspapers  have  used  Linotype  machines. 
But  suddenly  as  microchips  and  other 
technologies  flourished,  the  number  of 
people  who  can  put  out  a  paper  has  vastly 
multiplied.  In  1970,  Fag  Rag  had  access  to 
the  offices  of  the  Old  Mole,  a  radical  leftist 
anti-war  publication,  which  included  a  rented 
IBM  Composer,  a  machine  that  had  a 
changeable  typeset  ball  that  could  also  justify 
columns.  We  never  justified.  Everyone 
struggled  through  learning  the  machine; 
those  who  knew  how  to  use  it  passed  what 
they  had  learned  onto  others. 

When  we  lost  the  office  and  the  Composer, 
we  had  to  fend  for  ourselves.  By  a  clever 
improvisation,  Mitzel  rented  an  IBM 
executive  office  typewriter  (which  used  a 
carbon  ribbon  and  had  limited  proportional 
spacing).  We  then  laid  out  the  typewritten 
pages  and  had  them  reduced  about  10  percent 
in  size.  For  Fag  Rag  #12,  we  returned  to  an 
IBM  Composer.  David  Stryker  had  worked 
many  years  as  a  typesetter  at  the  reactionary 
Boston  Herald  American,  but  in  the  mid- 
'70s,  seeing  the  need  for  typesetting  in  the 
gay  community,  he  started  a  part-time 
business.  Ken  Sanchez,  who  worked  for 
Stryker,  was  able  to  type  out  Fag  Rag  text 
(with  some  volunteer  help)  after  hours;  we 
paid  a  dollar  an  hour  for  using  the  machine. 
Stryker’s  business  expanded  and  he  bought  a 
Compugraphic,  a  machine  that  used  a 
computer  linked  to  a  camera,  which 
produced  typeset  galleys.  Stryker  charged 
basically  at  cost  per  issue;  our  typesetting 
costs  quadrupled;  he  saw  it  as  a  sacrifice  for 
the  movement;  others  saw  it  as  an  inroad  of 
capitalism.  The  Compugraphic  was  more 
expensive  and  more  complicated;  only  a  few 
Fag  flaggers  learned  to  use  it.  In  one  case, 
when  we  had  typeset  John  Wieners’  Behind 
the  State  Capitol  (1975)  on  a  movement 
Compugraphic,  the  entire  text  faded  and  had 
to  be  reset  (because  the  developer  fluid  had 
not  been  properly  stabilized). 

After  the  1982  fire,  most  of  the  relief 
money  raised  was  used  to  buy  a  used 
Compugraphic  machine,  which  had  been  in 
use  since  that  time;  in  1990  GCN  bought  a 
new  desktop  publishing  assembly  and 
dumped  the  Compugraphic  in  the  famous 
dustbin  of  history.  I  learned  to  use  the 
Compugraphic  twice  but  never  quite 
mastered  it.  Desktop  publishing  almost 
instantly  wipes  away  all  the  skills  learned  on 
the  Compugraphic;  and  a  great  gap  still 
exists  between  the  computer-literate  and 
those  who  lack  access  to  the  machines  and 
the  communication  they  allow.  Even  those 
skilled  in  one  program  or  machine  find  their 
learning  constantly  obsolete  with  so-called 
upgrades  and  seldom  find  training 
transferable  to  other  machines  and 
programs. 

Page  layout  skills  have  been  easier  to  leam 
and  easier  to  share.  Each  page  has  to  be 
assembled  from  galley  text,  photographs, 
headlines,  page  numbers,  graphics, 
photographs  and  other  material.  From  the 
beginning,  everyone  working  on  the  paper 
has  taken  pages  for  layout;  sometimes  in 
teams,  sometimes  alone.  Fag  Rag  layouts 
have  been  in  the  best  tradition  of  the 
underground;  and  each  person  in  the 
collective  has  developed  his  own  style  of 
layout.  The  unmistakable  handwritings — 
wild,  teasing,  timid,  mean,  giggling,  quick, 
slow,  sad,  lingering,  longing,  panting,  loving, 
humping,  pumping,  each  quite 
distinctive — have  so  far  always  worked 
together. 

There  have  been  some  bitter  divisions  over 
layout.  Covers  have  always  been  agreed 
upon  by  the  whole  staff  through  consensus. 
In  Fag  Rag  #2,  some  members  of  the 
collective  felt  the  cover  was  too  Anglo; 
others  thought  it  was  an  exciting,  long-haired 
ideal.  We  finally  agreed  to  run  the  cover,  but 
we  also  struggled  to  include  more  non- Anglo 
images  in  the  paper. 

Visual  artists  have  often  been 
uncomfortable  with  these  discussions;  they 
have  also  resented  the  lack  of  respect  shown 
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for  the  integrity  of  their  work.  Too  often 
artists  have  felt  that  others  have  seen  then- 
work  as  only  illustrative.  For  instance,  one 
time,  a  particularly  verbal  person  had 
suggested  that  the  editorial  for  the  issue 
appear  on  the  cover  without  any  graphic. 

The  trouble  with  printers 

Printers  have  posed  many  contradictions 
for  Fag  Rag.  Once  we  decided  to  print 
thousands  of  copies  we  could  neither  do  the 
printing  ourselves  nor  use  movement 
printers.  Thus  anti-capitalists  faced  off  with 
the  capitalists.  A  collective  had  to  mesh  with 
authoritarian  bosses.  They  distrusted  us 
(even  though  we  paid  cash  upfront)  because 
Fag  Rag  carried  no  advertisements.  One  of 
the  printers  almost  pleaded  with  us  to  take 
ads;  do  more  issues,  make  more  money,  etc. 
They  also  found  it  difficult  to  work  with  a 
whole  group  of  people  who  had  to  make 
final  decisions  about  color  plates,  corrections 
on  the  negatives,  number  of  copies  to  be 
printed  and  other  issues.  In  fact,  we  all  had 
to  quickly  learn  the  mechanism  of  presenting 
“camera  ready  copy,”  “screening,”  “half¬ 
toning,"  “windows,”  “double-burning,” 
“color  plate,”  “negatives,”  and  other 
mysteries  of  the  web  press.  One  Fag  Rag 
collective  member  even  signed  up  for  an 
adult  education  class  on  printing  and  we  all 
learned  to  share  our  knowledge. 

Printers  exercise  great  powers  of 
censorship.  Supposedly  they  are  only  in 
business  to  make  money,  but  about  a  dozen 
printers  who  refused  to  print  us  have 
themselves  gone  bankrupt.  And  a  half  dozen 
who  have  printed  us  have  also  gone 
bankrupt.  Before  Fag  Rag  began  publishing, 
movement  papers  in  Boston  had  used  a 
sympathetic  printer,  but  it  had  gone  out  of 
business  (sabotaged  by  the  FBI,  according  to 
some  reports). 

One  printer  refused  to  print  Fag  Rag 
because  we  carried  a  picture  of  a  nude  black 
man.  Another  printing  company  submitted 
our  copy  to  its  most  conservative  daily 
communicant  bookkeeper  and  asked  her 
opinion.  As  luck  would  have  it,  her  son  had 
been  a  sexual  partner  of  mine  and  we  were 
good  friends.  She  knew  he  was  gay  and  she 
was  grateful  for  support  and  legal  help  the 
son  had  received  in  a  rest  area  arrest.  She 
reported  back  that  Fag  Rag  did  not  represent 
her  way  of  life,  but  she  believed  it  should  not 
be  censored. 

We  had  less  luck  with  a  Brooklyn  printer, 
which  had  a  pressman  who  was  a  Jehovah’s 
Witness  (with  a  Playboy  pinup  on  his  desk) 
who  threatened  to  shut  the  plant  down  if  they 
printed  such  filth.  Another  printer  claimed 
that  “high  school  girls”  had  to  handle  the 
material;  another  said  “Bibles  run  through 
those  presses,”  without  asking  our  opinion  of 
bibles.  In  fact,  one  large  Midwestern  plant 
told  us  that  “Christians  regularly  pass 
through  their  plant”  and  they  could  not  risk 
exposing  them  to  Fag  Rag. 

The  contradictions  between  a 
revolutionary  rag  and  the  market  economy 
appeared  even  more  markedly  once  the 
paper  had  been  printed  and  we  faced 
distribution.  For  the  first  issue  we  debated 
whether  to  give  Fag  Rag  away  for  free  or  to 
charge.  By  compromise  we  settled  on  ten 
cents  as  a  fair  price  for  those  who  could 
afford  to  pay.  (In  comparison,  the  most 
recent  issue,  #44,  released  in  1987,  costs 
$3.99.)  Like  Boston’s  other  underground 
papers,  we  sold  copies  on  the  streets  and  at 
gay  events.  In  June,  1971,  following  the 
New  York  gay  pride  march,  we  took  home 
$200  in  dimes.  We  offered  subscriptions  for 
anyone  who  wanted  to  send  a  contribution  or 
a  request.  Later  we  offered  life-time 
subscriptions  for  five  dollars.  (Currently  we 
ask  10  dollars  for  four  issues.) 

In  Fag  Rag's  first  20  years,  about  half  our 
income  has  come  from  subscriptions  and 
half  from  sales,  either  on  the  streets  or  in 
bookstores.  In  1970,  there  were  few 
bookstores  that  would  carry  Fag  Rag. 
Outlets  run  by  straights  have  never  been  very 
favorable.  One  comer  store  in  Harvard 
Square  took  a  stack  of  Fag  Rags,  but  when 
we  came  to  collect  on  the  bill,  the  store's 
employees  physically  threatened  us.  Another 
pomo  store  on  New  York’s  42nd  street  took 
the  papers  but  on  the  four  times  we  came  to 
collect,  we  were  told  only  the  manager  could 
pay  us,  but  he  was  never  there.  Another 
bookstore  in  Atlanta  (now  out  of  business) 
said  they  couldn’t  sell  the  paper  because  it 
contained  pictures  of  black  men. 

Consequently,  we  were  overjoyed  when 
the  Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookstore 
opened  in  New  York  and  more  and  more 
lesbian  and  gay  liberation  bookstores 
followed  the  example  and  opened  their 
doors.  Gay  publications  helped  the  gay 
bookstores  and  the  gay  bookstores  helped 
the  gay  publications.  To  be  continued 
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possibility  of  getting  thrown  around. 

“I  prefer  business  men,”  Kalinin 
explained,  “because  they  are  usually  working 
as  much  as  I  am  and  so  they  understand 
when  we  don’t  see  each  other  anymore.” 
Kalinin  has  been  out  sexually  for  four  years 
and  has  never  had  a  relationship.  “I’m 
interested  in  men  metaphysically,”  he  said. 
“A  man  must  have  a  good  soul  and  a  big 
dick.”  Kalinin  says  that  he  is  very  popular 
sexually  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  this  is  one 
of  the  main  reasons  he  isn’t  interested  in 
defecting. 

Kalinin  has  been  tested  for  HIV  antibodies 
and  gets  re-tested  every  six  months.  Like 
Debryanska,  Kalinin  is  surprised  by  how 
naive  Americans  are  about  Soviet  culture. 
“Interviewers  ask  me  if  I  have  been  ‘tested 
for  AIDS,”’  he  explained,  “and  want  to 
know  the  result.  If  I  had  tested  positive  I 
wouldn’t  even  be  allowed  to  be  here.” 

In  the  Soviet  Union,  if  a  person  tests 
positive  for  HIV  antibodies,  the  Venereal 
Disease  Surveillance  Squad  kicks  in,  as  is 
done  with  syphilis.  The  “infected”  person’s 
place  of  employment  is  notified.  Public 
health  officials  set  off  in  search  of  all  former 
sex  partners  and  any  person  who  tests 
positive  for  HIV  has  his  or  her  passport 
stamped  “INFECTED." 

Soviet  law  requires  everyone  who  is  HIV¬ 
positive  to  notify  all  former  sex  partners  of 
their  status.  Failure  to  do  so  is  punishable  by 
up  to  five  years  in  a  labor  camp.  It  is  also 
against  the  law  to  expose  another  person  to 
HIV.  Transmission  is  punishable  by  up  to 
eight  years  in  prison. 

These  laws  coincide  with  the  infamous 
Article  121  of  the  Soviet  Criminal  Code, 
which  makes  homosexuality  illegal  and 
provides  for  up  to  five  years  imprisonment 
for  homosexual  contact  between  consenting 
male  adults.  (There  is  no  law  per  se 
proscribing  lesbianism.)  Because  of  these 
laws,  Soviet  gay  men  are  afraid  to  get  tested 
for  HIV.  If  they  test  positive,  they  will  be 
punished. 

In  1986,  the  Ministry  of  Public  Health 
began  promoting  so-called  anonymous 
testing  sites  with  assurance  that  all  test 
results  would  be  confidential.  But  Soviet  gay 
men  know  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
“anonymous”  testing  in  the  Soviet  Union.  If 
tested,  anonymity  is  automatically  forfeited, 
and  the  end  result  is  that  an  important  route 
to  treatment  is  effectively  closed  off. 

The  Soviet  government  instituted  Article 
121  in  1933  as  one  of  many  ways  to  quiet  or 
expel  dissidents.  In  fact,  officials  refer  to  gay 
men  and  lesbians  as  “sexual  dissidents.” 
Despite  the  government’s  attempt  to 
suppress  gay  and  lesbian  culture,  the  Soviet 
Union  has  always  sustained  a  gay 
population.  Spartacus,  the  international  gay 
guide  book,  lists  meeting  places  in  Moscow. 
But  for  the  most  part,  Soviet  gay  men  and 
lesbians  aren’t  out  and  instead  socialize  in 
closed  circles. 

Upper-class  gay  men  still  meet  through 
salons,  in  a  fashion  similar  to  society  ladies 
in  pre-revolution  days,  when  open-house 
was  announced  with  calling  cards.  Working- 
class  gay  men  cruise  along  Gorky  Street  and 
Bolshoi  Square.  Lesbians  can  meet  each 
other  in  front  of  city  hall.  The  gap  between 
working-class  gay  people  and  their 
counterparts  in  the  upper-class  in  the  Soviet 
Union  is  very  wide.  At  the  moment,  gay 
solidarity  is  not  strong  enough  to  bridge  the 
gap.  Kalinin,  however,  said  that  even  though 
Gorbachev  is  of  a  different  class  (the 
Authorities),  in  the  spirit  of  “gay  glasnost,” 
he  is  now  willing  to  sleep  with  Gorbachev. 
But  only  in  front  of  news  cameras. 
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although  there  are  many  new  organizations 
and  clubs  where  there  is  not  this  fighting 
with  each  other.  But  there  is  the  impression 
that  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  not  united, 
and,  as  a  result,  this  common  power  has  been 
fragmented. 

In  general,  since  the  opening  of  the  Wall, 
the  lesbian  and  gay  men’s  movement  has 
become  stronger.  Through  contact  between 
the  East  and  West,  we  can  leant  from  each 
other  and  fight  for  equal  rights  for  lesbians 
and  gay  men  together. 

In  the  past  few  months,  the  pressure 
against  rights  has  been  particularly  strong.  A 
few  things  have  happened  in  this  regard, 
including  increased  hatred  for  foreigners.  I 
am  personally  a  little  scared  about  this,  but  I 
won’t  give  up.  Instead,  I  hope  that  these 
violations  of  rights  will  be  broken  and  that 
we  lesbians  and  gay  men  will  become 
stronger. 

Translated  by  Margaret  Wallace. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Personals  1  Personals  _ ■  For  Sale 


■ 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN 
Box#,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes 
only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to 
Boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. 


Extremely  shy  GWF  physicist  returning  to  Boston 

after  5  year  absence  seeks  professional  women  for 
friendship  and  romance.  GCN  Box  500  (fw35) 


THAT  SPECIAL  DADDY  LOVING 

Me:  Dark,  hairy  Italian  leatherman,  6’2".  225  lbs.  If 
you're  looking  for  Adonis,  skip  my  ad.  But  if  you're 
looking  for  a  man  that  matches  the  description  of 
husky,  stocky  and  firm  &  broad,  I  may  interest  you. 
I'm  into  a  number  of  things  (FF.GR  active,  Wax,  to 
name  a  few)and  for  the  right  bottom  will  adapt  If 
you're  tired  of  always  playing  the  Daddy  and  need 
that  special  Daddy  loving,  contact  me.  Short,  stocky 
and/or  balding  men  encouraged  to  reply.  Responses 
w/  pictures  answered  first,  but  all  responses  will  be 
answered.  GCN  Box  111 


YOUNG  GWM  SEEKS  COMPANIONSHIP 

Texas  inmate,  23,  6'  4",  215,  green  eyes,  light  brown 
hair.  Associate’s  Degree,  creative,  top,  safe  HIV  neg., 
enjoys  tennis,  raquetball  and  swimming.  Seeks 
professional  type  for  long  term  correspondence, 
frienship,  and  possible  relationship  upon  release  in 
1993.  Discreet  sincere  inquiries  please.  GCN  Box 
599  (32) 


WAY  TOO  HOP. 

Naughty  photos,  nasty  phone  calls,  dirty  letters, 
home  made  videos.  Til  show  you  mine,  you  show  me 
yours.  GM  looking  to  swap,  GCN  Box  358 


DO  YOU  NEED  A  QUICK  PICK-UP? 

Seeking  generous  individuals  to  donate  treasures, 
collectibles  &  services  for  the  flea  market  to  benefit 
Pride  Committee  &  G&L  Community  Ctr.  Pics  (of 
goods)  helpful  but  not  ness.l  Lv  msg  262-7760  for 
free  &  friendly  pick-up. 

PORTER  SQUARE  T  STOP 

2/25/91,  10:50  AM;  last  car  on  inbound  train:  YOU: 
salt  and  pepper  beard,  jeans,  winter  coat, 
book/catalouge.  ME:  sitting  directly  accross  from 
you.  Blue  jeans,  (discreetly  tom),  blue+white  striped 
shirt,  bulky  winter  coat,  bearded,  glasses,  Globe. 
Were  you  re-arranging  yourself  or  sending  me  a 
message?  I  got  off  at  Park  Street  but  I  wanted  to  get 
off  with  you!  GCN  Box  601 


Young  academic  seeks  active  leftist  lesbian  to  court 
You  must  be  both  sarcastic  and  amiable.  Adventure 
awaits.  GCN  Box  600 


PEE  WEE’S  PLAYHOUSE  FANS 

I  like  watching  Pee  Wees's  Playhouse  but  often  get 
odd  reactions  to  it  Would  anyone  like  to  write  and 
tell  me  why  you  like  watching  it  too?  I'd  like  to 
integrate  these  reactions  into  my  master's  thesis  on 
gay  culture.  Please  write  to  Emerson  College  Ken 
Feil  c/o  Nancy  Withers  130  Beacon  Street  Boston 
MA  02116  (32) 


Jowled  Vacuous  Woofies 
I  could  complain  about  my  bed 
How  vast,  how  empty  it  seems 
But  it's  so  terribly  crowded 
With  that  boy  who  shares  my  dreams 

I  could  complain  about  your  will 
How  stubborn  (how  loyal)  you  are 
While  he's  so  easy  to  tempt  to  bed 
One  milkbone  goes  oh  so  far 

And  while  so  soundly  you  would  sleep 
And  allow  all  sorts  of  crime 
He  wakes  me  at  every  squirrel  and  skunk 
Who  crosses  the  property  line. 

And  though  my  boy  is  hairy  and  large 
(He  takes  up  more  space  than  you) 

Better  a  dog  than  to  be  all  alone 
Waiting  for  one  lousy  screw. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


THE  1990  EZ  PEACE  FORM 

Have  you  returned  yours? 

Send  it  in  today  and  make  sure  your  taxes  pay  for 
peace,  not  war!  Alternative  Revenue  Service:  339 
Lafayette  Street,  NY,  NY  10012  1/800/955-PEACE 


BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or 
formerly  experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual 
abuse  by  a  woman  partner.  For  info  and  support  call 
HAWC,  (508)  744-6841  (voice  24  hours,  TTY  9-5) 

(33) 


Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  $1  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  St.  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


Help  Wanted 


Live-in  housekeeper  position  for  established 
women's  guesthouse  in  Provincetown.  Housing  plus 
salary  plus  tips.  Available  immidiately.  Call  Gabriel's 
(508)  487-3232  (32) 


LOYE  SHACK  GETAWAY! 

Romantic  Monhegan  Island,  Maine.  3  bedroom,  2 
bath  summer  house  with  charm.  Rustic.  Kerosene 
&nd  gas  run  appliances.  Solid.  Requires  cosmetic 
attention.  Asking  $115,  000.203-423-7932  (37) 


Apartments 


Jones  Hill,  Dorch.  5  rooms.  Ocean  view.  Porches. 
Built-in  bookcases,  natural  wood.  Other  nice 
features.  Near  Red  Line.  Easy  parking.  $625. 
References.  961-5539  (32) 


All  new  natural  1BR  apt,  hdwd,  pkg,  trees,  view, 
moonlight,  ecofem  owner  occ.  hse  on  hill,  T  &  Xwy, 
$600.  Older  one  $565  inc  all  436-2583  (35) 


Services 


MASSAGE 

Great  Massage  Full  Body  Swedish  Massage  For  the 
Relief  of  all  Tensions.  By  Professional  Gentleman 
With  Strong  Caring  Hands.  Beacon  Hill  “Carlos” 
742-2416  (40) 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  -Sports  Medicine  -Diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  disease  -Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  community  since  1974  •  Insurance  accepted 
739-7860 


DIFINITIVE  MASSAGE 

The  ultimate  full  body  massage  for  the  discerning 
individual.  Discreet  experienced  masseur  will  relieve 
all  your  tensions.  $75.00  flat  fee.  Out  call  only. 
Serving  Boston/Hartford  617-262-4801 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC  BUT  RUNS  ON 
YOUR  IBM  AT  OR  COMPATIBLE 

" Bookkeeping  By  Design" 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (included) 

•  With  A/P,  A/R.  G/L  Payroll,  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price:  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA,  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 


Gay  and  Lesbian 


Heljpine 


267-9001  tty/voice 

6-11  PM  Sunday  -  Friday 
TO  VOLUNTEER:  call  267-0900 

A  program  of  the 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 


HELP  US... 

Do  you  like  to  look  at  photos? 

How  do  you  feel  about  filing? 

Well,  don't  miss  this  oppotunity  to  do  both. 
GCN  needs  volunteers  to  file  photographs 
For  more  details  call  426-4469 


r  "gay'co’m  m"un1ty"  n  ews  a/LOTED's"  ^ 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  |ust  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  2S<  per  word  (3S«  per  word  (or  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35C  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 


Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x  . 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x _ 


$. 


_ number  of  runs)  $_ 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 


My  category  is; 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  *  Q  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 
*□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $. 

□  21 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $  . 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ 

Subtotal  $ 


Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

$ _ 

Name 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 

Subscriptions 

S 

Address 

□  1  want  to  subscribe! 

$ 

City 

State 

US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□  $15  per  column  inch 
_  inches x $15 

$ 

Phone  (. 

•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Zip 


Total  $ 


The  most  comprehensive  and 
updated  source  of  information  and 
organizations  in  New  England  ! 

Ovar  200  pages  of  contacts,  businesses  &  non-profits. 


THE  NEW  ENGLAND 
COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


To  Order  in  Mass., 
call  (617)  723-5130 
In  the  U.S.,  1-800-338-6550 
MC/V1SA  Welcome 


Or  send  $6.95  to:  Kennedy  Publishing,  105 
Charles  Street,  Suite  2S3,  Boston,  MA  02114 


GAY  TRAVEL 

VIDEO  SERIES 


Now  Available  on  VHS! 

FEATURING: 

•  Key  West 

•  Ft.  Lauderdale 

•  Provincetown 

•  Montreal 

COMING  THIS  SUMMER: 

Palm  Springs, The  Russian  River,  San  Francisco, 
New  York  City,  and  Gay  8  Lesbian  Europe _ 

Tapes  cost  $19.95  each 
Provincetown  2  part  series  $29.95 

For  information  or  to  order  a  tape  by  Mastercard  or 
VISA  in  Mass.,  call 

(617)  723-5130 

Or  in  the  U.S., 

1-800-338-6550 


Cheers, 

Queers! 

GCN  would  like 
to  congratulate 
Fenway  on  the 
opening  of  iits 
new  facility 


Dear  Advertisers, 

As  the  new  display  Ad 
Coordinator,  I  want  to  thank 
you  for  your  past  support. 

To  those  of  you  who  aren't  yet 
a  member  of  the  GCN  Ad 
Account  Club,  why  not  join 
us?  No  funny  hats,  no  secret 
handshakes  -  just  good  value 
for  your  advertising  dollars. 

Please  give  me  a  call  for  more 
information. 

Thank  you, 


Trixi  Burke 

(617)4264469 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Roommate  Wanted 


HOME  IS... 

with  us  in  our  sunny  JP  apt?  Two  feminist  veggie 
dykes  and  one  cat  seek  fun,  mature  lesbian  to  share  3 
BDR  right  around  the  comer  from  the  orange  line. 
Responsible  but  relaxed,  semi-coop  and  flexible, 
independent —  all  this  for  the  low,  low  price  of  $281 
plus  util.  Interested?  Call  522-6884 


MEDICAL  AREA 

Prof  GM  seeks  prof.  GM,  25+,  for  sunny  1st  florr 
3BR  on  Parker  Hill  Ave  near  NE  Baptist  Hospital 
and  Brigham  Circle.  Great  view,  LR,  large  kitchen, 
W/D  hookup,  near  T  (Orange  and  Greet  lines.)  Avail 
3/1  $260+  utils  Jim  427-5902  (32) 


HOUSE  NEAR  NASHUA  NH 

LF  seeks  woman  to  share  house.  Garage,  private  1/2 
bath,  pool,  laundry.  Must  like  pets.  No  smokers. 
$400plus  util.  Call  603-424-3683  (25) 


SOMERVILLE 

Two  lesbians  33  &  44;  3  cats  seek  lesbian  to  share 
spacious  apartment  between  Porter  and  Davis 
convenient  4  bedrooms  porches  W/D  backyard.  We 
are  friendly  and  independent.  No  more  pets.  No 
smokers.  Available  March  1.  Rent  325+  625-4298 


JLF  seeks  LF  or  GM  to  share  cozy  apt  in  JP.  Next  to 
JP  Licks,  Pond,  T.  Porch  is  in  treetops!  Independent, 
communicative,  friendly.  Fredi  524-4252  (32) 


3BL  seek  woman  of  color  to  share  sunny,  convenient 
Cambridge  semi-coop  house  with  hardwood  floors 
and  back  yard!  Must  be  neat  and  responsible.  315+ 
287-8817  (32) 


FITCHBURG  AREA 

Wanted:  nonsmoking  L  to  share  country  farmhouse 
50  miles  from  Boston.  Wood  heat,  garden  space, 
piano,  ping  pong.  Pets  negotiable.  $300.  Barter 
possible.  508-386-7737  (32) 


GREAT  HOUSE  IN  JP 

Tune  to  chill  out  in  JP.  3  slightly  exotic  women  (2 
L’s)  with  unusual  charm  seek  a  4th.  $270  util.  Avail 
April  1st.  Call  522-7466  (32) 


2  independent  caring  women  invite  a  third  to  share  a 

safe  bright  spacious  3  bedroom  apt  On  2nd  floor  in 
Brighton.  Convenient  to  T  333.00+  Available  March 
1. 787-5195  (32) 


Gay  prof  female  seeks  same  to  share  lovely  2 
bedroom  apt  in  North  Andover.  Many  extras  $410 
htd.  (508)  685  6139 


SM  and  LF  seeks  non  smoking  S/G  M/F  for  large  3 
bedrm.  Somerville  close  to  Davis/Porter  Square 
$250+  utilities.  Have  2  cats  628-46 13  (32) 


NEAR  PORTER  SQUARE 

Two  LFs  seek  one  fun,  independent,  responsible 
housemate  for  sunny,  spacious  apartment  in 
somerville.  8  minute  walk  to  Porter  T.  $360+  623- 
7084  (31) 

ROOMIES®  Free  introductory  service  in  Boston. 

Roommate  matching  Nationwide,  too!  Confidential 
1-800-272  8372, 1-10  PM.  (32) 


SAVIN  HILL 

GM  share  large  modem  condo  12  ft.  ceilings  large 
sunny  windows,  parking,  laundry  disposal, 
dishwasher.  Includes  heat,  electric,  cable  completely 
furnished.  Located  one  block  to  subway,  store,  beach 
side  of  Savin  Hill.  $150  week/  call  Doug  524-0093 

(30) 


A  GREAT  HOME  FOR  $75 

MELROSE:  Small  furnished  room  w/skylight  in 
large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home.  Central  air, 
washer/dryer,  off  street  parking,  cable,  deck,  gardens, 
and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet,  security, 
spaciousness  of  the  suburbs  while  only  17  minutes  to 
downtown  Boston  from  convenient  T  stop. 
Nonsmoking  male.  $75  weekly  including  utilities. 
665-6082  (30) 


Cleveland  Circle  basement  apartment  seeks 
UNTIDY  female  housemate,  23+.  Independent, 
responsible,  considerate,  respect  privacy.  Near  3  T 
lines!  $240  includes  heat  Leabe  message  739-6566 
now.  (30) 


SOMERVILLE/TEELE  SQUARE 

LF  seeks  L  for  sunny,  spacious  5  rm.  apartment. 
Porches,  close  to  Davis  Sq.  T.  No  smoke,  pets,  drugs. 
$275Ano.  plus  sec.  Call  628-3216.  (23) 

NEED  TEMPORARY  PLACE? 

1  need  a  responsible,  pet-loving  person/s  to  housesit 
and  take  care  of  my  dog  and  cat  for  April/May  (dates 
somewhat  flexible).  Very  comfortable  4  1/2  room  JP 
condo  in  6-  family  triple  decker.  Next  to  arb,  close  to 
green+orange  line.  You'd  need  to  pay  rent,  but 
amount  negot  Call  522-7720  +  lv.  msg. 

2  men,  1  woman  seek  4th  for  house  in  J.P.  Yard, 

parking,  near  T.  No  pets.  We  smoke  cigs.  $290  plus 
utilities.  Call  522-7054  (25) 

Ecofeminist  co-op  with  passion  for  popcorn, 

recycling  shared  meals  seek  L/Bi  F.  $330+  Near 
Davis  Square.  Available  now.  Call  628-0878  or  623- 
0703.  No  pets,  drugs,  smoke.  Min  alcohol  (23) 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

Informing  the  gay  community  since  1973. 
Accomodations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups, 
switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.  etc. 

(area  codes  and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  A  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  4.50;  includes  Manhattan 
bar  notes  &  women's  section 
SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N  &  S 
Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky, 

Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico, 
Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia 
NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut  Delaware, 
District  ofColumbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island, 
Vermont,  W.  Virginia. 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE,  Box  292  GCN  Village  Station, 
NY  NY  10012  212-674-0120  All  books  discreetly  by 
first  class  mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To 
list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  a  stamped,  self-addressed  business¬ 
sized  envelope.  Please  contact  us  for  prices  outside 
USA  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad  Day  Books,  598 
Yonge  St.  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y 1Z3  416-961-4161 
(check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Publications 


BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now 
available.  This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National 
Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains 
essays,  reviews,  poetry,  news  and  announcements 
concerning  the  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1  postage.  1  year  subscription 
(2  issues)  $10  to  BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641 
West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit,  MI  48219.(ex) 


BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hotl  $12  for 
one  year's  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O. 
Box  110,  Cambridge,  MA  02139.(16.33) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 

THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative 
American  journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores, 
and  that's  why  our  unique  point-of-view  has  been 
trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for  over  a  decade. 
Why  not  see  for  yourself?  You  may  order  a 
subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715  (in  Illinois  call 
800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE  TIMES, 
1912  Debs  Ave.,  ML  Morris,  IL  61054.(17.36) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  Magazine  of  Feminism, 

Spirituality,  and  Politics,"  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $26  for  4  issues, 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827, 
Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625- 
7885.(ex) 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's  oldest 
women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news-on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent  $15/11  issues 


BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing 
Committee,  Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the 
Philippine  Revolution  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The 
Post-Feminist  Mystique  speech  by  PISD  (People 
with  Immune  System  Disorders);  Crack  and  Black 
Youth.  $3  including  postage.  John  Brown  Book 
Club,  POB  1422,  San  ftancisco,  CA  94114 


WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMENS  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's  Research 
Center,  Wellesley,  MA  0218  l.(ex) 


Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do 
you  want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for 
and  about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds 
only)  U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and 
Institutions  $25.  Sliding  scale  available.  Sample 
copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St.  33,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94110. 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by 
and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still 
political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$1.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No. 
236G,  SF.CA  94114.  (18.35) 


Vacations 


PAMPER  YOURSELF  IN  P-TOWN 

Beautiful  fireplaced  rooms  with  hardwood  floors, 
and  color  T.V.'s.  Wonderful  fireplaced  cottages 
available.  Included  are  daily  maid  service,  parking, 
and  delicous  gourmet  breakfasts.  Five  minute  walk 
to  town  center,  one  block  from  ocean.  Off  season 
rates  from  March  29-  May  23.  Bradford  Gardens  Iim, 
178  Bradford  SL  Provincetown,  MA  02657  (508) 
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Organizations 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross-country  trails,  then 
unwind  in  the  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire. 
With  20  charming  rooms,  100  mountain  acres, 
yummy  breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy,  we're  your 
perfect  vacation  choice!  Uncrowded,  inexpensive 
downhill  skiing  nearby;  great  mid-week  discounts. 
The  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH 
03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace,  Innkeeper  (43) 

WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from  Provincetown 
harbor,  free  continental  breakfast,  parking,  most 
rooms  w/private  bath  OPEN  YEAR  ROUND.  7 
Winthrop  Street  Provincetown,  MA  02657.  (508) 
487-0094.  TJ 

100'S  OF  GAY/LESBIAN 

Destinations  and  cruises  USA/  Worldwide.  Plus! 
Super  low  packages  to  Ford  lauderdale,  Miami 
Beach,  Key  West,  Disneyworld/Epcot..  Riverwalk 
Travel  (800)  771-1777  (32) 


BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY 
AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women's  meeting  at  6:45.  Call  1- 
800-42-BAGLY  for  info.(15.32) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O. 
Box  1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174.(15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976 
or  write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  Sl  SF,  CA, 
94114.(16.1) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York, 
NY  10018(7) 


PRISONERS 
SEEKING 
FRIENDS 

POETS  AND  ARTISTS!! 

GCN  PRINTS  A  PAGE  OF  POETRY 
AND  DRAWINGS  EACH 
SUMMER/FALL.  IF  YOU’D  LIKE  TO 
SUBMIT  SOMETHING,  PLEASE  DO. 
EVERYTHING  WON’T  GET  IN  BUT 
MUCH  WILL.  PLEASE  SEND  YOUR 
WORK  TO  GCN,  PRISONER 
PROJECT,  62  BERKELEY  ST, 
BOSTON  MA  02116 _ 


Bisexual  male,  very  sensitive  and  loving, 
likes  music  and  working  with  my  hands. 
Please  let  me  know  what  you  can  do  for  me. 
Michael  Chronister,  #171388,  2-B-14, 

Farmington,  MO  63640 _ 

Gay,  48,  like  to  fish,  work  on  older  cars, 
like  country  music.  Very  lonely  (no  family). 
Would  like  to  write  18-30  yr  old  with 
interest  for  long-term  relationship.  Byron 
Coy,  #86007-A-3-N,  WCC,  P.O.Box  473, 

Westville  IN  46391-0473 _ 

African  American,  Gemini,  into  writing, 
music,  relaxing.  Would  like  to  correspond 
with  mature,  open-minded  intelligent  male 
under  35.  Race  unimportant.  A.D.  El-amin, 

Box  B  804745-6,  Anamosa,  IA  52205 _ 

Looking  for  a  penpal,  please  write.  We 
deserve  and  need  people  out  there  in  the 
free  world  to  be  our  guardian  angel.  Louis 
Reed,  035848,  3876  Evans  Rd,  box  50  M-5, 

Polk  City,  FL  33868 _ 

19-yr-old  white  boy  would  like  to 
correspond  with  some  well-developed  black 
men.  Delbert  ann  Thompson,  93853,  KY 
State  Reformatory,  Lagrange,  KY  40032_ 
~nterested  in  meeting  TV,  TS,  & 
termaphrodites,  seeking  companion  for 
ongterm  relationship.  I  am  part  Cherokee 
ndian;  sorry,  can’t  write  other  inmates,. 
Vlack  Harris,  #81699,  star  Rt  Box  22-B, 

Tucker,  AZ  72168. _ 

Bi,  honest,  seeking  pen-friends.  Age, 
gender,  race  not  important.  Can  receive 
letters  from  inmates.  Robert  H.  Voss 
#186762,  2400  S.  Sheridan  Rd,  Muskegon, 

MI  49442-6298 _ 

Gay  pedophile  seeks  person  with  scientific 
education,  radical  outlook  for 
correspondence  &  support.  Richard  G. 
awler,  Box  45699  (157-587),  Lucasville, 

OH  45699-0001. _ 

Gay  Italian  man  with  no  family  or  friends 
would  like  to  write  someone  who  cares.  I 
could  really  use  a  friend.  Michael  Epstein, 

P.O.  Box  1989,  Ely,  NV  89301-1989. _ 

Black  on  Black  Gay  Love!"  Black, 
beautiful  gay  male  would  like  to  hear  from 
black  bisexual  men  in  prison  or  the  free 
world.  Love  cooking,  singing,  making 
sweet  soul  love.  Laurence  Raibon,  16204, 
Orleans  Parish  Prison,  2800  Gravier  St, 

'lew  Orleans,  LA  70119  . _ 

■riendly,  considerate,  down-to-earth  guy 
into  swimming,  karate,  romantic  situations 
will  write  everyone  who  cares  to  write  me. 
Edward  Jones,  95384,  KY  State 
Penitentiary,  P.O.  Box  128,  Eddyville,  KY 

42038. _ _ 

Seeking  penpal  who  understands  the 
problems  of  being  gay  and  incarcerated. 
}lease  write  Ivan  L.  Martin,  00166813, 
Delaware  Correctinal  Ctr,  P.O.  Box  500,  U 

lldg,  Smyrna,  Delaware  19977 _ 

V  seeks  penpals  of  TVs/TS  in  the  free 
world.  Harry  Langert  82A0167,  Green 
iaven,  Corr.  Facility,  Drawer  B,  Stormville, 
NY  12582. _ 


“WALL  THOSE  IN  AND  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE  ” 

Alexander  Berkman, 

Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


Women  Seeking  Friends 
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Very  honest,  sincere,  gay  woman  seeking  a 
penpal  friendship  that  can  become  more.  I 
should  be  out  within  this  year.  Thanks. 
Rhonda  (Ronnie)  Frazier,  #3395-110,  Box 

337  KCTW,  Pewee  Valley,  KY  40056. _ 

"Displaced  Texas  lesbian"  who  is  an  avid 
reader  looking  for  penpal.  Am  a  gray- 
haired  youngster  of  60.  Thanks.  Jean  K. 
Brown,  01709-078,  Papago  B  #88,  1785 
Black  Canyon  Stage  1,  Phoenix  AZ, 
85027-9741 . _ 


Gay  man  looking  for  gay  friends  to  help 
pass  these  lonely  hours  locked  in  this  cage. 
Am  not  allowed  to  write  other  prisoners. 
TV/TS  a  plus.  Ralph  A.  Gunderson, 
294883,  Wynne,  Huntsville,  TX  77349._ 
Lonely  male  who  loves  life  &  people  seeks 
correspondence  with  anyone  who  cares  to 
write.  Robert  Banks  531176,  Rt.  4,  Box 
1200,  Rosharon,  TX 

77583. _ 

Looking  for  that  special  perosn  willing  to 
get  involved  &  have  a  real  relationship,  to 
care  about  me  in  prison  and  out.  If  you;'re 
serious,  try  me!  Sorry,  can't  write  other 
prisoners.  Timothy  A.  Divers,  155828, 
Moberly  Corr.  Ctr,  Box  7,  2-B-425, 

Moberly  MO  65270-0007. _ 

BGM  would  like  to  correspond  with  others 
who  are  lonely  and  in  need  of  a  caring  & 
humorous  friend.  Any  race  okay!  Steven  I 
Rhem,  D-37635,  P.O.  Box  2210,  Susanville  [ 

CA  96130.  _ 

Very  understanding  individual  seriously  j 
needs  someone  to  correspond  with— 
regardless  of  color,  size,  age.  Just  be  honest, 
understanding  and  gay.  Billie  Pablo 
Upchurch,  P.O.  Box  7500,  D9-117,  B- 

24406,  Crescent  City,  CA  95532. _ 

Looking  for  a  man  to  drive  my  loneliness 
away  and  make  me  happy!  Race  don't  | 
matter.  So  cum-on  you,  and  write  me. 
Richard  Nichols,  64084,  Arizona  State 
Prison,  P.O.  Box  3300,  Goodyear  ,AZ  I 

85338.  _ 

GM  looking  for  companionship  via  mail.  I 
am  wordly,  educated,  versatile.  Jeff  Todd, 
117171,  La.,  State  Prison,  Camp  D-Hawk- 

4-L-4,  Angola,  LA  70712. _ 

Looking  for  a  strong  and  loving  relationship 
with  someone  who  cares.  Please,  no  games. 
David  Johnston,  R-148-775,  Mansfield,  OH 

44901.  _ _ 

Looking  for  someone  to  share  time  with  , 
by  mail.  Possible  relationship  with  right 
person.  Thomas  Winslow  39776,  P.O.  Box 

2800,  Lincoln  Nebraska  68502. _ 

Lonely  BLK  male  wishes  correspondence 
and  pcitures  from  feminine  males  &  TV/TS. 

I  love  the  outside,  beaches.  Tony  Atkins, 
560931,  Rt  2,  Box  20,  Midway  TX  75852._ 
Bi-male  looking  for  friends.  I  write  short  | 
stories-the  kinky  kind.  Will  answer  all. 
Glenn  K.  Graham,  078102,  33123  Oilwell 
Rd  (#305),  Punta  Gorda,  FL  33955. _ 


Cale 


8  March,  Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  Video  Series  At  The  Center:  “ Oranges  Are 
Not  The  Only  Fruit ”  8  p.m.  BYO  Munchies.  $2.  The  Boston  G/L  Community 
Center.,  338  Newbury  St  247-2927.  Pictured  right:  film  still  from  u Oranges ...” 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the  Monday 
before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos  encouraged. 
Please  specify  if  event  is  or  is  not  wheelchair  accessible 
and/or  sign  language  interpreted.  Please  use  our  format 
as  a  guide  for  listings.  All  listings  must  be  typed.  Please 
note  that  listings  are  printed  only  as  space  allows;  we 
regret  that  we  cannot  print  every  submission.  No 
phone  calls,  please! 

2  Saturday 


Boston  ♦  Pink  Flamingos.  TV/TS  of  New  England.  4  to 
6p.m.  338  Newbury  St,  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Boston  TV  ♦  PrideTime  —  Boston  G/L  TV,  with  Jim 
Voltz.  7:30  p.m.  Boston  Neighborhood  Network, 
channels  A3  and  A8.  Also  on  Cambridge  Cable 
Channel  19,  7  p.m.  Tuesdays,  and  on  other  systems; 
check  your  listings. 

Sundays 


6:30  p.m.  Info  and  directions:  244-5029. 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  Lesbian  Sex.  7  to  9 
p.m.  Women's  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston:  “Gay 
Community  Sampler  Other  Gay  Groups  Present 
Themselves.”  8  to  10  p.m.  Lindemann  Ctr.  Boston  Rm. 
(plaza  level),  25  Stanford  St  742-7897. 

6  Wednesday 


2216,  Phil  729-9206,  or  Scott  536-2014. 

1 0  Sunday 

Boston  ♦  “Hot,  Young,  and  Healthy"  at  Buddies.  18+ 
party  sponsored  by  AAC  Literature  and  discussions. 
Buddies,  51  Stuan  St,  426-3771 

Brookline  ♦  Swing  and  Ballroom  Dance  Classes  for 
G/L/B  People.  Eight-week  sessions  begin  for  all  levels. 
Info:  Sara  Brodsky  522-1444. 


Cambridge  ♦  Oral  History  Center  Workshop: 
"Bringing  Stories  to  Light.”  9  a.m.  to  noon. 
Registration:  66 1  -8288. 

Boston  ♦  FCHC  “Street  Fair  for  a  Winter’s  Day,” 
celebrating  the  opening  of  the  new  Fenway  Comm. 
Health  Center.  Complimentary  meal,  entertainment 
tours  of  new  center.  247-CARE 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Coming-Out  Group.  With  film 
showing.  8  p.m.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1,661-3633. 

Salem  ♦  “Crimes  of  the  Heart”  Benefits  AIDS  Care 
North.  8  p.m.  Upstairs  at  Chase  House,  Pickering 
Wharf  $10.  3/1, 1  8,  and  9  in  Salem.  Advance  tickets: 
Wharf  Rat  Prods.  (508)  745-9679. 

Boston  ♦  Women's  Coffeehouse:  Tricia  Langlois. 
Socialize  7  p.m.;  show  8  p.m.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  St  $5. 247-2927. 

3  Sunday 

Boston  ♦  "Swim  For  Sight”  Fundraiser  for  Eye 
Research  Institute.  With  Boston's  gay  swim  team 
Different  Strokes,  swimming  to  raise  money 
supporting  research  on  HIV-related  blindness.  To 
swim,  pledge,  or  volunteer  723-6078  x569. 

Cambridge  ♦  Community  Servings  First  Anniversary 
Brunch  at  Michela’s.  Community  Servings  delivers  hot 
meals  to  people  and  families  living  with  AIDS.  Eat  food 
from  "regions  of  Italy”;  listen  to  live  music.  $35 
donation  to  CS.  1130  to  3:30  p.m.  Michela’s,  One 
Athenaeum  Place.  Reservations  and  info:  225-2121. 

Boston  ♦  Liturgy  of  Healing.  For  persons  living  with 
AIDS,  their  loved  ones  and  caregivers,  and  all  who 
seek  healing.  Celebrated  by  Cardinal  Law.  2  p.m. 
Cathedral  of  the  Holy  Cross.  Info:  Office  of  AIDS 
Ministry  482-5440. 

Boston  ♦  G/L  Advocates  &  Defenders  Winter  Party.  A 
host  of  notables  and  a  showing  of  “Abstract  Art  of  the 
Sixties.”  4  to  7  p.m.  Harcus  Gallery,  210  South  St. 
Various  contributions  from  $25.  Info:  GLAD  426- 1 350. 

Boston  ♦  Dykes'  Dialog:  Bisexual  Women  in  the 
Lesbian  Community.  Laura  Sachs.  4  p.m.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St  247-2927. 

Beverly  ♦  Gay  and  Lesbian  Parents  of  North  Shore. 
First  Sunday  each  month.  5  p.m.  potluck,  6:30  p.m. 
mtg.  First  Parish  Church,  225  Cabot  St  Info  Ed  (508) 
927-3818  or  Julie  (617)  595-9226. 

Somerville  ♦  GLOSS:  G/L  of  Somerville  and 
Surroundings.  Monthly  potluck.  71  Union  Sq,  6  p.m. 
First  Sunday  each  month.  Info:  Lisa,  628-2531 

Beverly  ♦  North  Shore  L/G  Parenting  Support  Group. 
First  Sunday  each  month.  First  Parish  Unitarian 
Church.  225  Cabot  St  6:30  to  8  p.m.  Info:  593-5251 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Joint  Potluck:  Dorchester  GALA  and 
L/G  Neighbors  of  J.P.  7  p.m.  Info:  Dorchester  GALA 
Hotline  825-3737. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Bisexual  Men’s  Network.  First 
Sunday  of  each  month.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  8 
p.m.  Info:  247-6683. 

Boston  ♦  FCHC  “Dancing  Through  the  Decades.” 
Celebrating  FCHCs  20th  anniversary,  a  dance  for  the 
G/L  community.  9  p.m.  to  I  a.m„  City  HalL  $5.  247- 
CARE 

4  Monday 

Amherst  ♦  Kaleidoscope:  A  Group  for  Older  L/G/B 
and  Friends.  Monthly  mtg.,  with  speaker  from  Integrity 
(Episcopalian  L/G/B).  6:30  to  9  p.m.  Bangs  Comm.  Ctr., 
Boltwood  Walk.  Info:  Corrie  (413)  525-2188,  Warren 
(413)  586-4277,  or  Dave  (413)  773-3091 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Partners  and  Ex-Partners  of 
Incest  Survivors.  7  to  8:30  p.m.  Women’s  Ctr.,  46 
Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Nat'l  Ass’n  of  Social  Workers  Comm,  on 
G/L/B  Issues  Pizza  Party  and  Social.  Info  and 
carpooling:  522-0717. 

Boston  ♦  Queer  Nation  /  Boston.  Community  Church 
of  Boston,  Copley  Square  above  Back  Bay  Bistro.  7:30 
p.m,  first  and  third  Mondays  each  month.  Info:  577- 
8123. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap:  Ageism.  8  to  10  p.m. 
Women's  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

5  Tuesday 

Framingham  ♦  Framingham  G/L  Youth  Group.  People 
22  and  under,  meets  first  and  third  Tuesdays  each 
month.  Civic  League  Bldg,  214  Concord  St  6  to  7:30 
p.m.  Info:  write  P.O.  Box  426,  S.Framingham,  MA 
01701. 

Newton  ♦  Lesbian  School  Teachers  /  Admins.  Potluck. 


Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth.  Open  to  G/L/B  youth  21  and  under.  First  and 
third  Wednesday  each  month.  United  Congregational 
Church,  6  Institute  Rd  7p.m.  Info:  (508)755-0005. 

Somerville  ♦  B/L/G  Rights  Activists  of  Somerville 
(BLGRAS)  Monthly  Meeting.  First  Wednesday  each 
month.  7  p.m.  Info:  666-9288  or  628-9650. 

Springfield  ♦  Springfield  Coll.  Gayness  /  Oppression  / 
Homophobia  Seminar  Series:  Education  for  Difference: 
Living,  Learning,  Loving.  7  p.m.  Locklin  Hall  Room  233, 
Springfield  Coll,  campus.  Info:  James  Genasci  (413) 
788-3221. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Swing  Dance  Practice.  7:30  to  9 
p.m.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  Bring  tapes  if  poss.  $1. 661-3633. 

7  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  Coalition  for  L/G  Civil  Rights  Open  House 
for  New  Members.  6  to  8  p.m.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  St  Workshops  and  munchies.  Info:  David 
828-3039  or  Amy  577-83 1 8. 

Cambridge  ♦  Political  group  forming  to  increase 
visibility  and  impact  of  GM  and  L  7  p.m.  Cafeteria, 
Rindge  &  Latin  School.  Bring  sweet  or  sweetie.  576- 
2455  or  354-7457. 

Cambridge  ♦  DOB  Coffee  Night,  Drop  In.  7  to  9:30 
p.m.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  $1,661-3633. 

Boston  ♦  HCHP  Patient  Advocacy  Union.  7  p.m.  BLC, 
140  Clarendon,  7th  fir.  HCHP  members  concerned 
about  HIV  and  AIDS  health  care.  864-9596. 

Northampton  ♦  Valley  Gay  Alliance.  First  and  third 
Thursdays  each  month.  Basement  of  the  Unitarian 
Church,  22  Main  St  7:30p.m.  (413)  527-5310. 

8  Friday 

Norton,  MA  ♦  Wheaton  Coll.  Women’s  Music 
Festival.  Many  performers.  See  also  3/9.  6:30  to  1 1 
p.m.  The  Loft  Junct  Rts.  140  and  123.  (508)  285-7722 
x222  or  (508)  285-0933. 

Brookline  ♦  Lesbian  Lawyers  and  Legal  Workers  Pot 
Luck  Meeting.  7  p.m.  Info  and  directions:  483-3685. 

Salem  ♦  “Crimes  of  the  Heart”  Benefits  AIDS  Care 
North.  8  p.m.  Upstairs  at  Chase  Hs,  Pickering  Wharf. 
$10.  3/1, 1  8,  and  9  in  Salem.  Advance  tickets:  Wharf 
Rat  Prods.  (508)  745-9679. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  Video  Series  At  The  Center 
“Oranges  Are  Not  The  Only  Fruit."  8  p.m.  BYO 
Munchies.  $2.  The  Boston  G/L  Comm.  Ctr,  338 
Newbury  St  247-2927. 

9  Saturday 

Nashua,  NH  ♦  Legal  Workshop.  Sponsored  by  Gay 
Info  Line  of  NH.  Find  out  about  the  NH  Hate  Crimes 
Bill.  Time  and  info:  (603)  595-2650. 

Cambridge  ♦  Wild  Women  Ski  Trip  to  Wildcat 
Sponsored  by  DOB.  Info  and  carpool:  (508)  532-3069. 

Cambridge  ♦  Oral  History  Center  Workshop: 
“Bringing  Stories  to  Light.”  9  a.m.  to  noon. 
Registration:  661-8288. 

Provincetown  ♦  P’town  Positive  /  PWA  Coalition 
Singles  Tea.  Second  Saturday  each  month.  3:30  to  6:30 
p.m.  St  Mary’s  of  the  Harbor. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Singles’  Meeting.  7  p.m.  DOB, 
Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1.  66 1  - 
3633. 

Boston  ♦  Am  Tikva's  Fourteenth  Anniversary 
Celebratioa  7:30  p.m.  to  midnight  Temple  Israel.  $20 
per  person.  Advanced  reservations  required:  926- 
2536. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus  Concert  With 
Gay  Men’s  Chorus  of  Washington  and  the  Denver  Gay 
Men's  Chorus:  275  voices!  Symphony  Hall.  8  p.m. 
Tickets  and  info:  247-BGMC. 

Dorchester  ♦  Boys  Choir  of  Harlem.  8  p.m.  Strand 
Theater,  543  Columbia  Rd.  Tickets  $15  and  $12  at 
Strand  and  via  Ticketroa  282-8000. 

Norton,  MA  ♦  Wheaton  Coll.  Women’s  Music 
Festival:  Casselberry  &  Dupree;  M’Liss  Opening.  8  p.m. 
$10.  Junct  Rts.  140  and  123.  (508)  285-7722  x222  or 
(508)  285-0933. 

Salem  ♦  “Crimes  of  the  Heart”  Benefits  AIDS  Care 
North.  8  p.m.  Upstairs  at  Chase  House,  Pickering 
Wharf.  $10.  3/1, 1  8,  and  9  in  Salem.  Advance  tickets: 
Wharf  Rat  Prods.  (508)  745-9679. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  L/G  Contra/Square  Dancing.  Smoke  / 
drug  free.  8  to  1 1  p.m.;  beginners’  lessons  7:30  p.m. 
First  Church  of  J.P,  comer  Centre  and  Eliot  Sts.  Bimd: 
Swinging  on  a  Gate.  $6.  Info  and  directions:  Janet  522- 


Boston  ♦  “The  Spirituality  of  Civil  Disobedience.” 
Comm.  Church  of  Boston,  565  Boykton  St  (Copley 
Sq.).  1 1  am  266-6710. 

Boston  ♦  Men  of  All  Colors  Together  Monthly  Mtg. 
and  Potluclc  "Another  Country:  An  Outside  View.” 
Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard.  I  to  5  p.m.  Info: 
Craig  321-4382  or  Mauri  265-5269. 

Boston  ♦  Dykes’  Dialog:  Making  and  Keeping  Friends 
When  in  a  Relationship.  4  p.m.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  St  247-2927. 

Braintree  ♦  G/L  Alliance  of  S.  Shore  Monthly  Mtg. 
Guest  spkr.  from  Queer  Nation.  Unitarian  (All  Souls) 
Church.  6  to  8  p.m. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap:  Book  Review.  8  to  1 0  p.m. 
Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

1 2  Tuesday 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  L/G’s.  Second 
Tuesday  each  month.  Harriet  Tubman  House,  566 
Columbus  Ave.  (Mass.  Ave.  &  Columbus).  6:30  p.m. 
Info:  David  424-6989. 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  Open  Discussion.  7  to 
9  p.m.  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

Arlington  ♦  Parents  and  Friends  of  L/G’s.  Second 
Tuesday  each  month  at  First  Parish  Unitarian  Church, 
630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  Info:  547-2440  or  (508)  562- 
5807. 

Cambridge  ♦  Healing  Services  For  All  Affected  By 
AIDS.  7:30  p.m.  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church.  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  628-7665. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap:  Rap  on  Rap  / 
Group  Dynamics.  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  Women’s  Ctr,  46 
Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

1 3  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  Mass.  G/L  Political  Caucus  Monthly 
Membership  Mtg.  6:30  p.m.  Arlington  Street  Church 
(use  the  Boylston  St  entrance). 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbians  35+  Discussion  Group.  8  p.m. 
DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 
661-3633. 

Boston  ♦  Coming  Out  Support  Group.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St  Second  and  fourth  Wednesday  each 
month.  8  p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  Triangle  Theatre  Company  Opening: 
"Beyond  Therapy.”  Two  muddled  analysts  attempt  to 
deal  with  a  couple’s  sexual  confusion.  Opening  tonight 
8  p.m.;  runs  through  April  1 3,  Weds,  through  Sat 
evenings.  Paramount  Penthouse  Theater,  58  Berkeley 
St.  (above  GCN),  near  Back  Bay  T.  Tickets  $15 
through  Bostix  723-5181.  426-3550. 

1 4  Thursday 

Dorchester  ♦  G/L  Concerns  Committee  of  SEIU  Local 
509.  Second  Thursday  each  month.  Union  office,  5 
Howard  Johnson  Plaza.  6:30  p.m.  Info:  282-1509. 

Boston  ♦  FCHC  Living  Well  Series:  HIV  Medical 
Forum.  Second  Thursday  each  month.  7  to  9  p.m.  BLC, 
140  Clarendon  St  7th  floor.  Info:  Rob  267-0900. 

Cambridge  ♦  DOB  Coffee  Night  Drop  la  7  to  9:30 
p.m.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  $1.  661-3633. 

Dorchester  ♦  Dorchester  GALA  Bizziness  Mtg. 
Brent’s  home.  7:30  p.m.  All  welcome.  Info:  Hotline 
825-3737. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbians  Choosing  Childrea  7:30  p.m. 
Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  GLAAD:  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Against  Defamatioa  General  meeting  second  Thursday 
each  month.  The  Center  rm.  201  338  Newbury  St  8 
p.m.  Info:  492-4639. 

1 5  Friday 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  Video  Series  At  The  Center 
“Maurice.”  8  p.m.  BYO  Munchies.  $1  The  Boston  G/L 
Comm.  Ctr,  338  Newbury  St.  247-2927. 

Gloucester  ♦  "Crimes  of  the  Heart”  Benefits  Cape 
Ann  AIDS  Task  Force.  8  p.m.  At  Gloucester  Stage  Co. 
$10.  3/15,  16,  21  and  23  in  Gloucester.  Advance 
tickets:  Wharf  Rat  Prods.  (508)  745-9679. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Ballroom  Dance  for  L/GM  and  Friends. 
8:30  to  11:30  p.m.  First  Church  or  J.P,  Centre  and 
Eliot  Sts.  Info:  Jason  Thomas  859-945S. 

Saturdays 

Boston  ♦  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  for  2  to  5-mi.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  and 
showers  complimentary.  10  am.  Abo:  Tues.  1115  p.m. 
at  MHQ  Wed.  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  Shell.  282-00 1 3. 


Boston  ♦  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
workouts  for  swimmers  of  all  abilitiies.  Noon  at 
Boston  City  Hosp.  swimming  pool.  Ed  767-0449. 

Boston  ♦  BAGLY  Drop-In  Center.  (BAGLY  =  Boston 
Alliance  of  G/L  Youth.)  St  John  the  Evangelist  Church, 
35  Bowdoin.  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Strikers  Soccer  Qub.  Weekly  novice 
and  club  scrimmages.  All  levels.  3  p.m.  Info:  Erik  423- 
0929  or  Jeff  876-76 II 

Somerville  ♦  Boston  Strikers  G/L  Indoor  Soccer. 
Through  3/24/91.  Novice  program  4  p.m.  Full  club 
scrimmage  5  p.m.  Winter  Hill  School.  $5  gym  fee.  Info: 
Jeffry  876-7611 

Braintree  ♦  GLASS:  G/L  Alliance  of  South  Shore. 
Second  Sunday  each  month  at  Unitarian  Church  6-8 
p.m.  Info:  Brett  471-7939  or  Usa  335-6085. 

Boston  ♦  Western  Orthodox  Church  Mass.  Arlington 
St  Church,  351  Boylston  St  227-5794. 

Boston  ♦  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Worship/Fellowship.  131  Cambridge  St  (near  Gov’t 
Ctr.).  7  p.m.  Info:  Rev.  Tanis  437-0420. 

Boston  ♦  Narcotics  Anonymous.  L/GM.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St  8  p.m.  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600AM. 

1 0:30pm- 130am.  Lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Mondays 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  1125  p.m.  262-3456. 

Boston  ♦  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWA’s  and 
Friends.  About  100  people  with  AIDS  and  their  friends 
meet  every  Monday  at  AIDS  ACTION  for  dinner.  No 
reservations  required.  6  p.m.  AIDS  ACTION,  131 
Clarendon  St  437-6200. 

Worcester  ♦  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)755- 
3773. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network 
Coordinating  Comm.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  Sl 
247-2927. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The  Women’s 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  8-10  p.m.  354-8807. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (40 1 )  46 1  -4 1 9 1 . 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap.  The  Women’s  Center. 
46  Pleasant  St  7-8:30.  354-8807. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  G/B  Men  and 
Their  Significant  Others.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS  Project 
Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)  755- 
3773. 

Boston  ♦  ACT  UP/Bostoa  The  Living  Center,  YWCA 
140  Clarendon  St  7  p.m.  49-ACTUP. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Freedom  Trail  Band  Rehearsals.  No 
audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of  Art,  Longwood 
and  Brookline  Ave.  7: 1 5  p.m.  266-0628. 

Wednesdays 

Hyde  Park  ♦  Women’s  Pick-Up  Hockey.  MDC  Hyde 
Park  Rink  (near  Dedham).  8  to  9  a.m.  Info:  Janice  326- 
1600x350. 

Boston  ♦  Informal  Mtg.  with  Mayor  Flynn’s  Uason  to 
the  Gay  Community.  Ann  Sanders  will  be  available  2  to 
6  p.m.  each  Wednesday.  No  appt  necessary,  but  Ms. 
Sanders  can  be  reached  at  725-3485. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY). 
Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St  New 
persons’  meeting  6p.m.;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general  meeting  7:30p.m.  523- 
7363  or  I-800-42BAGLY. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  child  care, 
wheelchair  accessible.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St  6:30  to  8  p.m.  354-8807. 

Thursdays 

Boston  ♦  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee  —  for  the  ADS 
Memorial  Quilt  Sewing  supplies  and  support  provided. 
Boston  Living  Ctr,  140  Clarendon  St  7th  fir.  7  to 
9p.m.  Info  451-9003. 

Boston  ♦  The  Coalition  for  L/G  Civil  Rights.  Meets 
every  Thursday.  The  Center,  rm  202K.  338  Newbury 
St  6:30  to  8p.m.  828-3039. 

Provincetown  ♦  Positive  PWA  Coalition  Weekly  Rap 
Session.  7:30.  155  Bradford  St  Peer  led.  (508)  487- 
3998. 


Hindsights 


Global  spotlight 

Lesbian  and  gay  issues  in  Germany  and  the  Soviet  Union 


Queer  in  the  Soviet  Union 

By  Rich  Flowers 

poll  taken  in  October  1990  by  the 
popular  Soviet  television  program  “600 
Seconds”  revealed  that  nearly  half — 42 
percent — of  the  population  of 
Leningrad  believes  that  homosexuals  should 
be  executed.  In  fact,  the  subject  of 
homosexuality  evokes  more  dread  than  do 
protest  marches  on  the  Kremlin,  Lithuania’s 
pursuit  of  independence  and  even  the  KGB 
itself.  Therefore,  it’s  not  surprising  that  there 
are  virtually  no  open  lesbians  or  gay  men  in 
the  Soviet  Union.  Lesbian  activist  Jenia 
Debryanskaya  is  one  of  maybe  two  open 
lesbians  in  a  country  of  some  280  million 
people. 

In  November  and  December  of  1990 
Debryanskaya  toured  the  United  States  for 
the  first  time,  and  was  surprised  how  naive 
U.S.  citizens  are  about  the  day-to-day  life  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
Interviewers  constantly  asked,  “What  are  the 
lesbian  bars  like  in  your  country?”  This 
question  never  ceased  to  astound  her.  “There 
are  no  gay  bars  in  the  Soviet  Union,  for 
women  or  men,”  she  noted,  “It’s  extremely 
difficult  to  be  out  because  homosexuality  is 
an  object  of  intense  public  censure.” 
Debryanskaya  is  open,  but  most  Soviets  try 
not  to  discuss  their  sexuality  for  fear  of 
imprisonment  or  loss  of  their  jobs. 

Debryanska  lives  in  a  small  apartment  in 
Moscow  with  her  lover,  Olga.  They  met  last 
summer  and  Olga  moved  in  within  a  week. 
Olga  doesn’t  mind  that  Debryanska  has  two 
sons. 

“I  was  married  to  the  father  of  my  first 
son,”  she  said,  “and  was  able  to  convince  the 
second  that  I  just  wanted  [us]  to  live  together. 
I  love  children,  and  for  me  abortion  is  not  an 
option. 

“I  developed  relationships  with  men 
because  I  have  always  wanted  children,” 
Debryanska  explained.  “I  never  loved  them. 
My  feelings  have  always  stemmed  from 
women.” 

Debryanska  was  joined  on  her  tour  by 
fellow  gay  activist  Roman  Kalinin.  They  met 
while  working  with  the  radical  Libertarian 
Party.  Kalinin  was  dragged  out  of  the  closet 
in  the  summer  of  1990  by  the  Latvian 
newspaper  The  Baltic  Times.  The  paper 


Graphic  from  Tema 


printed  an  article  titled,  “Roman  Kalinin,  I 
Wouldn’t  Sleep  With  Gorbachev,”  even 
though  the  newspaper  had  promised  him 
anonymity.  He  uses  his  real  name  now. 

Kalinin  is  a  full-time  student  who  is 
studying  to  become  a  ballistic  missile 
operator.  He  also  edits  Tema,  the  gay  and 
lesbian  newspaper  that  was  first  issued  in 
1990.  “All  my  spare  time  is  spent  on  Tema," 
he  said,  “My  particular  tragedy  is  that  I  have 
no  time  for  relationships.”  Kalinin  is 
currently  content  with  one-night  stands  and 
changes  sex  partners  every  two  or  three 
nights.  He  pursues  nocturnal  sex  to  “relieve” 
his  body  and  is  very  democratic  when  it 
comes  to  choosing  sex  partners:  he  sleeps 
with  everyone  who  comes  along.  However, 
he  does  have  preferences.  He  doesn’t  like 
athletic  men  because  he  doesn’t  like  the 

Continued  on  page  II 


Detail  of  linocut  by  East  German  artist  Sella  Hasse 


Notes  from  an 
East  German  lesbian 

By  Jeannette  Hechler 

am  of  the  opinion  that  the  lesbian  and 
gay  movement  in  West  Germany  is 
different  from  that  in  East  Germany. 
[Editor’s  note:  This  is  a  post-Berlin 
Wall! pre-Reunification  Day  report  from 
Jeannette  Hechler,  a  lesbian  living  in  what 
used  to  be  known  as  East  Germany .]  In  West 
Germany,  there  is  a  recognizable  separation 
between  the  lesbian  and  gay  movements. 
That  is  not  the  case  in  East  Germany;  here 
we  fight  together.  But  I  feel  there  will  soon 
be  this  separation  between  the  lesbian  and 
gay  movements  here,  too. 

But  on  June  30,  1990,  we  had  the  first 


Christopher  Street  Day  demonstration 
together  in  Berlin  (East  and  West). 

The  gay  people  in  the  East  and  West 
fought  together  against  the  inclusion  of 
Paragraph  175  of  West  Germany’s 
“Reunification  Law  Book,”  for  the 
reunification  of  Germany. 

Paragraph  175  goes  somewhat  like  this: 
Homosexual  Acts:  1.  A  man  who  is 
over  18  years  old,  who  lets  a  man 
under  18  perform  a  sexual  act  on 
him,  or  performs  a  sexual  aaona 
man  under  18,  will  be  punished  with 
a  jail  term  up  to  five  years  or  will  be 
fined. 

2.The  judge  is  allowed  to  set  the 
fine,  in  accordance  to  the  law,  if  the 
perpetrator,  during  the  time  of  the 
act,  was  not  yet  21  years  old. 

This  paragraph  does  not  count  for  lesbians. 
Paragraph  175  was  removed  from  the  law 
books  of  East  Germany  some  years  ago  and 
the  re-emergence  of  this  law  would  be  a  step 
backwards  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  of  the 
East  if,  after  reunification,  East  Germany 
once  again  adopts  this  paragraph. 

With  the  great  changes  that  have 
happened,  there  have  been  many  changes  in 
the  women’s  movement  in  East  Germany, 
including  the  founding  of  the  Independent 
Women’s  Union  (UVB).  Many  lesbians  work 
together  in  independent  women’s  unions. 

Until  recently,  the  variety  of  lesbian 
literature  and  lesbian  films  in  East  Germany 
was  very  sparse.  The  variety  of  literature  and 
films  for  gay  men  was  much  better.  Since  the 
opening  of  the  Wall,  it  has  been  very 
favorable  for  us  to  find  lesbian  literature  and 
to  go  to  women’s  cafds.  This  is  simply 
wonderful.  There  were  very  few,  much  too 
few,  women-only  cafds  in  East  Germany.  I 
am  very  eager  for  many  new  clubs  and  films 
for  lesbians. 

Many  lesbians  say  that  it’s  difficult  to  fit 
into  the  lesbian  scare  in  West  Germany.  The 
lesbian  community  in  East  Germany,  by 
contrast,  was  open,  friendly  and  together. 
The  lesbians  from  West  Germany  and  West 
Berlin  are  somewhat  more  radical  in 
comparison  to  the  gay  men.  For  example, 
they  don’t  let  any  men  go  in  their  clubs.  The 
East  lesbians  are  not  yet  quite  so  radical  as 
the  West  lesbians. 

In  my  opinion,  this  separation  between  the 
lesbian  and  gay  men’s  movement  has  already 
begun  to  take  place  in  East  Germany, 

Continued  on  page  II 


the  Club  for  women 


INDIGO  IS  BOSTON'S  HOTTEST 
DANCE  CLUB  FOR  WOMEN 

NO  COVER  •  NO  KIDDING  'TIL  10:30 
EVERY  THURSDAY  AND  FRIDAY 

BEAT  THE  COLD,  WINTER  BLUES 
IT'S  WOMEN  •  IT'S  HOT  •  IT'S  INDIGO 

COMING  SOON 

NY  COMIC  SARA  CYTRON  WITH  SPECIAL  GUEST  JAN  LUBY  (3/23) 
DESERT  HEARTS  WITH  GUEST  PATTY  GRIFFIN  •  TRET  FURE 

IN  THE  GALLERY 

SHERRY  EDWARDS 


Thu  4PM-2AM,  Fri  4PM-2AM,  Sat  9PM-2AM 
823  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  617-497-7200 


TO  EQUALITY 


TO  JUSTICE 


Sr 


TO  THE  NEXT 
20  YEARS 


Join  tiie  Boston  Chapter  of  the  National  Organization  for  Women 
for  an  afternoon  of  political  reflection  and  an  evening  of  celebration 
as  \ve  mark  our  20th  anniversary. 


Saturday,  March  9, 1991 
Boston  Center  for  the  Arts 
539  Tremont  Street  •  Boston,  Massachusetts 

PANEL  DISCUSSION:  Looking  Back  To  Move  Forward 
3:00  -  5:30  pm 

Patricia  Ireland,  National  NOW  Vice  President 
Roberta  Benjamin,  Boston  NOW  Co-founder 
Ellen  Convisser,  Massachusetts  NOW  President 
Loretta  Ross,  former  NOW  Coordinator  of  the  Project  on  Racial  Diversity 
Elinor  Armsby,  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance 
Janice  Pryor,  media  specialist 
Moderator.  Ellen  Zucker,  Boston  NOW  President 

COCKTAILS  AND  HORS  D’OEUVRES 
5:30  -  7:00  pm 


AWARDS  DINNER  AND  DANCE 
7:00  pm  onwards 


For  more  information,  contact: 
Boston  NOW 

971  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02215 
(617)782-1056 


Panel  free  of  charge 
Cocktails  and  Dinner  535 
(more  if  you  can) 

Cash  bar 


ft 

y  p  n  *  1T 


RSVP  for  dinner 
ASL  Interpreted 
Wheelchair  Accessible 


